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FOREWORD 

To the Christie Lake Stewardship Guideline 

from the Board of Directors of 

Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA) 

Stewardship through Education, not Regulation  

In the summer of 2007, the  CLA Board of Directors established the Lake Management Planning          
Committee the mandate of which was to: 

a. study and report on the past and current state and health of Christie Lake; 

b. ÓÕÒÖÅÙ ,ÁËÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ,ÁËÅ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ɉÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ,ÁËÅ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓȱ ÉÓ ÄÅÆÉÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ    
Guideline) as to their views of the Lake and, in particular, their concerns about its future; 

c. compile useful and relevant information about sustainable use and enjoyment of the Lake and 
the watershed of which the Lake is an integral part; 

d. ÅÄÕÃÁÔÅ ,ÁËÅ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÎÄ ,ÁËÅ 0ÁÒÔÎÅÒÓ ɉÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅÌÙȟ ȰÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙȱɊ ÁÓ ÔÏ             
sustainable use and enjoyment of the Lake, its watershed and ecosystems; 

e. foster communication with, and the involvement of, the Lake Community with the goal of     
increasing awareness of the roles that each of them plays, or may play, in protecting the cur-
rent and future health of the Lake; and 

f. develop a plan to guide the Lake Community. 

Over the next two years, studies were undertaken, information was researched and complied, surveys 
were conducted and public meetings were held.  In the course of their dealings with Lake residents, the 
Committee and the Directors determined that some Lake residents considered themselves over-
managed and over-regulated by provincial, municipal and conservation authorities in relation to land 
use and planning.  As a partial response to those concerns, the Directors changed the name of the      
Committee in August 2009 to the Lake Stewardship Committee to better reflect its role as steward and 
educator, rather than manager, and requested that the Committee change the name of its final report 
ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ Ȱ,ÁËÅ -ÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ 0ÌÁÎȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȱ,ÁËÅ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ 'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅȱȢ  7ÈÉÌÅ ÓÏÍÅ ÍÁÙ ÒÅÇÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ÏÆ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÓ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ ÃÏÓÍÅÔÉÃȟ ×Å ÐÒÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÏÆ ÔÈÅÍ ÁÓ ÓÙÍÂÏÌÉÃ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ 
and intent. 

Some Lake residents have argued that the CLA should not produce a lake stewardship guideline, citing 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÇÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅ ÍÁÙ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÍÏÒÒÏ×ȭÓ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÔÉÏÎȢ  4ÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ 
sympathetic to that concern, but are also of the view that a lake stewardship guide could prove to be a 
valuable resource for Lake residents and, in particular, future directors and officers of the Christie Lake 
!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ )ÎÃȢ ɉ#,!ɊȢ  4ÈÅ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÅ× ÔÈÁÔȟ ÏÎ ÂÁÌÁÎÃÅȟ ÔÈÅ 'ÕÉÄÅÌÉÎÅȭÓ ÅÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÖÁÌÕÅ 
will outweigh the risk of increased regulation, and that a clear and unambiguous statement as to the  
purpose of the Guideline should allay the regulatory concern. 
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To that end, the Directors state that the Guideline is intended to be used as an educational resource or 
tool to assist Lake residents in developing and maintaining responsible, sustainable and effective   
ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓÈÉÐ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅȭÓ ÕÎÉÑÕÅ ÃÈÁÒÁÃÔÅÒÉÓÔÉÃÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÔÓ ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
ecosystems.  The Directors believe that the vast majority of Lake residents - each of whom has a       
ÓÕÂÓÔÁÎÔÉÁÌ ÉÎÖÅÓÔÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÈÉÓ ÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÐÅÒÔÙ ÁÎÄ Á ÄÉÒÅÃÔ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ,ÁËÅȭÓ ×ÅÌÌ-being ɀ 
ÁÒÅȟ ÁÎÄ ×ÉÓÈ ÔÏ ÂÅȟ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÉÂÌÅ ÓÔÅ×ÁÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÊÅ×ÅÌ ×Å ËÎÏ× ÁÓ Ȱ#ÈÒÉÓÔÉÅ ,ÁËÅȱȟ ÉÔÓ ×ÁÔÅÒÓÈÅÄ ÁÎÄ 
ecosystems.  Additional regulation is not required to ensure good stewardship. 

The Directors confirm that the Guideline is not intended to be, nor is it to be interpreted to be, an      
invitation to regulatory authorities as a basis for, or an argument in favour of, additional regulation. 

The Directors have approved the Guideline and authorized its distribution to the Lake Community. 

 

 

 

 

 

Gordon L. Hill 

President, Christie Lake Association Inc. 

For and on behalf of the Board of Directors 

November 2011 
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Executive Summary  
The Christie Lake 2009 State of the Lake Report     

provided a snapshot of current lake conditions.  The    

intent of the State of the Lake Report was to: 

¶ provide a summary of what is currently known about 
the health of the lake and its watershed; 

¶ identify trends and changes in lake health over 
time; 

¶ discuss how that information relates to the issues and 
concerns identified by the lake community; and 

¶ improve our understanding of how our current activities 
could potentially, impact the lake and its surrounding 
environment, now or in the future. 

Through Christie Lake Community town hall meet-

ings, Annual General Meetings, community member   

e-mails, surveys, Partners input and discussions over 

the last three years, seven core issues and concerns 

ÁÂÏÕÔ ÏÕÒ ÌÁËÅȭÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ 

to be of concern to our community: 

¶ Water Quality 

¶ Shoreline Naturalization 

¶ Fisheries 

¶ Development Pressures 

¶ Building a Sense of Community 

¶ Wildlife Conservation 

¶ Watercraft Safety 
Through our community feedback process,               

recommendations and support for stewardship       

activities and partnerships that could help to address 

the issues and concerns were also gathered.  This     

Stewardship Guideline is a document that outlines 

those recommendations, activities and partnerships. 

What is the intent of the Lake Stewardship 
Guideline? 
¶ This document helps us to set goals and objectives 

for the protection and enhancement of lake health. 

¶ )Ô ÉÓ Á ÆÌÅØÉÂÌÅ ȰÌÉÖÉÎÇȱ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÃÁÎ ÂÅ    
readily changed and updated. 

¶ It provides a roadmap for the lake community and 
the Christie Lake Board of Directors/Lake             
ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅÓ ÔÏ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ #,!ȭÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ        
activities. 

¶ It is an educational document for the lake              
community. 

¶ It identifies what needs to be done  to protect our 
lake and outlines our action strategies. 

The CLA needs your input on how the community 
should help to protect the lake.  To ensure this is  
supported by, and accurately reflects the values and 
concerns of residents and users of the lake, every            
opportunity will be made for anyone with an interest in 
the lake to provide input and partake in the implementa-
tion of the Lake Stewardship Guideline.  Your opinion and       
actions matter because you are a part of the Christie Lake 
community.  Your assistance is needed to help develop 
an effective Guideline and implement its                               
recommendations and stewardship actions.  For more    
information or to provide input contact 
info@christielakeassociation.com. 

mailto:info@christielakeassociation.com
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Water Quality  
¶ Continuation or enhancement of current   

monitoring efforts by comparing  historical data 
year over year to identify changes: 

¶ Total Phosphorous sampling is carried out by CLA 
(once 3 weeks after ice-out and once in the late 
Fall). 

¶ 2ÉÄÅÁÕ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ #ÏÎÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ !ÕÔÈÏÒÉÔÙȭÓ ɉ26#!Ɋ  
Watershed Watch Program conducts water quality 
monitoring four times each year.  In May the deep 
point is sampled for nutrients (total Kjeldahl        
Nitrogen, total phosphorus) and dissolved organic       
carbon.  Between June and August two sampling 
rounds are carried out, during these rounds the 
deep point is sampled for nutrients and calcium 
along with four shoreline sites which are sampled 
for nutrients and E.coli.  In October, nutrients are 
once again sampled at the deep point.  It should be 
noted that dissolved oxygen/temperature profiles 
are taken at the deep point during each sampling 
round.  This activity normally requires CLA       
membership support by providing a boat and      
operator. 

¶ The RVCA Watershed Watch water sampling       
program five-year cycle includes four additional 
shoreline sites for a total of eight sites in addition to 
the deep point.  These additional sites were last 
sampled in 2008 and are next scheduled to be taken 
in 2013. 

¶ RVCA, using the Ontario Benthos Biomonitoring 
Network (OBBN) protocol, samples annually the 
Tay River at Bolingbrooke.  In addition it samples at 
three sites on the Lake annually every Spring. 

¶ RVCA OBBN monitors at streams/tributaries       
annually. 

¶ Encourage pumping out of septic systems 
(individual responsibility) and participation in the 
Tay Valley Township septic re-inspection program. 

Shoreline Naturalization  
¶ Continuation or development of new steward-

ship activities: 
¶ Conduct an aquatic vegetation survey every 3 years 

¶ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ 26#!ȭÓ 3ÈÏÒÅÌÉÎÅ     
Naturalization Program for the Shoreline Shrub and 
4ÒÅÅ Ȭ'ÉÖÅ-!×ÁÙȭ ɉ-ÁÙ ÏÆ ÅÁÃÈ ÙÅÁÒ ÏÒ ÅÖÅÒÙ Ô×Ï 
years depending on interest). 
¶ Enlist the assistance of the Ontario Ministry of 

Natural Resources (MNR) Stewardship Ranger       
Program via the Community Stewardship Council of 

Lanark County by end January to help implement 
stewardship activities. 

¶ Participate in Lake Links Workshop. 

¶ Participate in Lake Networking Group meetings. 

¶ Conduct a Shoreline Classification Survey every 5 
years. 

¶ Organize/host a multi-disciplined workshop series 
annually, and/or a summer tent event that covers 
topics including: 

§ Causes of lake nutrient enrichment 
§ Maintenance and protection of private wells 

(Well Aware Workshop) 
§ Ȭ,ÉÖÉÎÇ ÂÙ 7ÁÔÅÒȭȾȭ$ÏÃË4ÁÌËȭ - Native plant 

and shoreline protection and restoration 
§ Butternut recovery program 
§ Rural Clean Water program 
§ Invasive species awareness 
§ Wildlife Habitat enhancement 
§ Effects of climate change 
§ Christie Lake Discovery Day 

Fisheries  
¶ Consider Walleye Watch in April during        
evening hours at spawning areas. 

¶ Encourage use of creel diaries to monitor fish stock 
¶ Record ice-in and ice-out dates. 

¶ )ÎÉÔÉÁÔÅ Á ÔÒÉÁÌ Ȭ&ÉÓÈÓÔÉÃËȭ ÈÁÂÉÔÁÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÆÕÎÄÅÄ ÂÙ 
MNR during winter 2011-2012. 
¶ Work with MNR to conduct their Broad-scale Fish-

eries Monitoring Program every 5 yearsɂlast    
conducted summer 2009. 

Summary of Action Strategies  
What Should Be Achieved to Preserve our Lake Environment  

1  

2  

3  
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Development Pressures  
¶ Update data to the Ontario Ministry of            
Environment (MOE) Lakeshore Capacity           

Assessment Model (LCM) exercise, last conducted 
summer 2008 every 5 years. 

Building a Sense of Community  
¶ #ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅ Ȭ%ÎÄ ÏÆ 3ÕÍÍÅÒȭ ÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ 
Ȭ7ÉÎÅ Ǫ #ÈÅÅÓÅȭ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ 

¶ Produce newsletters to community at least twice 
annually 

¶ Review and update the CLA website content on a 
regular basis 

Wildlife Conservation  

¶ Continue to record water levels daily at          
*ÏÒÄÁÎȭÓ ÂÒÉÄÇÅ 

¶ Work with MNR to monitor public land islands   
concerning camping and litter (post signs and 
monitor usage) 

¶ RVCA will be producing a land cover map in a few 
years that will show (amongst other things) forest, 
riparian and wetland cover in the Tay River sub-
watershed, including Christie Lake.  When          
completed, the land cover database will contain all 
major land cover types for the Tay Valley.  Further-
more, the RVCA will be in a position at that time to 
produce an up-to-date Christie Lake land cover map 
for use by the CLA. 

Watercraft Safety  
¶ Conduct a Boat Safety course annually based on 
interest 

¶ 0ÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÅ Á ÆÒÅÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÅ ,ÁËÅ Ȭ3ÁÆÅ-
"ÏÁÔÉÎÇ 'ÕÉÄÅȭ ÅÖÅÒÙ 3ÐÒÉÎÇ 

¶ Place shoal markers early Spring and remove late 
Fall 

Other Lake Activities  
¶ Conduct a complete review of the Lake Stewardship 

Guideline with community input every 5 years 

¶ Conduct Lake Community Survey every 5 years ɂ 
source of data for Lake Stewardship Guideline    
review 

¶ Funding Strategies ɂ See Section 5.6 

3ÕÍÍÁÒÙ ÏÆ !ÃÔÉÏÎ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ɉÃÏÎÔȭÄɊ 
What Should Be Achieved to Preserve our Lake Environment  

7  4  

5  

6  


