CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
http://christielakeassociation.com

Winter Newsletter 2019-2020
Dedicated to good friends and long-time Christie Lakers who left us in 2019:
Gray Palmer - August 7
Dale Dorion - October 27

Greetings from the President: Krystyna Williamson
Greetings from a winter wonderland! As I write this, the snow is drifting down gently, adding to the big pillows
already on our trees and rocks. Wish I could say I love winter, but it definitely looks pretty from inside our
warm cottage!
As your new Lake Association president, I get the pleasure of sharing with you some of the big ideas your
Board is developing this year. My family has been on the lake for generations - we had the 7th generation
cottager, my grandson, spend his first summer here with us and we look forward to many more. This lake is a
place of family history for some families and new memories for others - but we all share a love of our beautiful
setting. Your Board hopes to work hard this year to strengthen our community and help us as neighbours to
enjoy time together and steward our lake health for the future generations.
To that end, we’ve been brainstorming and will be bringing you back some favourite activities and introducing
some new initiatives. As always, this Association is a members’ group and we will try to find things that make
it worthwhile to all in some way so that we can continue Christie Lake’s tradition of being a great place to be.
Whether this is your home, your retreat or your family gathering place, we hope you find something to help you
connect with each other. If you’ve got a new idea, we would love to hear from you.
The traditional Welcome Back Wine and Cheese and the Summer Dance will be on this year! You should
receive your beautiful 2019 Christie Lake Directory soon - many thanks to Penny Nault for the countless hours
she puts into this project for us all. A new Community Book Exchange box (lending library) will make its
appearance thanks to our resident craftsman Jack Clark, giving us a place to exchange those summer reads we
all enjoy on the dock. So far, we will place one at an easy access point on the North Shore, but if anyone would
like to host one on the South, let us know! We plan to make another one over the coming months.
And the thing I’m personally most thrilled about is bringing back the Corn Roast and Field Day! Long a
tradition at Christie Lake, it has been dormant for over a decade. Thanks to the very generous hospitality of the
Jordan family, we will be bringing it back, complete with races, photo contest, a North vs South softball game,
live music, food trucks and of course the best early corn! Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 2, 2020 and
be sure to invite your gang!
Of course, we continue to monitor the lake health and the water levels. We are blessed with a “flow through”
lake, where our water turnover is high and nutrients and toxins don’t accumulate quickly. However, we are all
responsible for doing our best not to send poor water quality downstream and we encourage you to naturalize
your waterfronts, check your septic systems regularly and avoid using plant fertilizers that could drain off
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towards the lake. We will continue to provide you with information on these issues. We are also experimenting
with loon platforms built by volunteers around the lake. Please avoid disturbing these in the summer as we
encourage the loons to use them, saving them from the effects of water level changes. If you have any other
initiatives you’d like to suggest regarding our environmental stewardship, let us know.
Keep an eye out for the regular “CLA Spotlight News” email updates - we keep them short and they are always
things we think you’d like to know about, including local government activities.
I look forward to seeing you all on the lake, and to working with you all to keep this community our favourite
place to be!

North Shore Road Up-Date:
Arnott Brothers Construction was retained by Tay Valley Township for the
rehabilitation of Christie Lake North Shore Road. The project limits are between
Christie Lake Road (County Road 6) and Christie Lane.
The work started in October of this year and has now closed for the winter months.
The road will remain a gravel road throughout the winter and be maintained by the
Township (snow removal, grading during the spring-thaw etc.) The project is to be
completed by mid-June 2020.

Communications & Website Committee: Penny Nault
In early October we asked the lake community to participate in an on-line survey to identify gaps in cellular
phone and internet service coverage at their lake property. We had a 60% response rate and the results clearly
indicate the need for action to address the inadequate levels of cellular phone and internet service coverage in
and around Christie Lake. The results were distributed to the lake community, the Lake Networking Group,
Scott Reid MP, Randy Hillier MPP, Lanark County Warden Brian Campbell, Tay Valley Township Reeve
Brian Campbell and all members of Tay Valley Township Council. We will follow-up with all levels of
government in the coming weeks to seek action. We will keep you informed on our progress. An Executive
Summary and detailed survey results can be viewed and/or downloaded at the following link on the CLA
website:
http://christielakeassociation.com/christie-lake-internet-cellular-phone-service-coverage-survey/
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Lake Stewardship Committee: Austin Sweezey
Loon Nesting Platforms – On Saturday October 5, several lake folks got together at
Jordan’s Campground to construct some more loon nesting platforms. This was the 2nd
fall for this fun activity. The weather was autumn crisp but nice and sunny and we
constructed 5 platforms. The platforms are constructed on a frame of cedar logs with
chain-link fence as the nest platform. Sod, straw or marsh vegetation will be added when
the platforms are placed early in the spring.
While loons are great swimmers, with feet positioned well back on their bodies, they aren’t
so good at walking. Hence, they build their nests very close to the water line. Even minor
rises in water levels during spring nesting can flood their nests and, if water levels drop too
much, they may abandon their nests if the distance from the lake becomes too great. We
hope that placement of these floating platforms will improve their chances of nesting
success.
We would like to gratefully acknowledge assistance from the Daniel and Susan Gottlieb Foundation who
awarded our lake association a $500 grant that covered the cost of materials. All the cedar logs were provided
by some lake residents. We are also reaching out for help and guidance on placement and management of
platforms from Bird Studies Canada and Watersheds Canada.
The new platforms and our existing platforms will be anchored in suitable
sheltered settings shortly after ice out next spring. We will really need help
with the timely placement, vegetation and monitoring of platforms in the spring.
To get involved or for more info please contact: austin.sweezey@gmail.com.

Water Sampling and Invasive Species: Brooke Briggs
We brought the RVCA biologists out 4 times this year from May to October, sampling at
the deep point twice as well as 4 other locations on the North and South shores. The
sampling crew generally consists of two (student) biologists who test as many as 6 sites
around the lake for 5 basic lake health parameters - Phosphorous, Nitrogen, dissolved
Oxygen/Temperature conditions, Ph and Secchi depths. A seine test is done usually once a
year for the presence of invertebrate and / or invasive species at Jordan's bridge and the
former marina bay. The Conservation Authority observes strict sanitization procedures with
all of its testing equipment, using only one set of devices on each lake in order to avoid
introduction of possible invasive species.
The testing results for Christie again this year are consistently below guidelines with all E. Coli samples well
below the 100CFU/100ml level. Secchi disc depths also indicated superior water clarity, but that's a double
edged sword as it indicates the Zebra Mussels are doing their thing to pull calcium and other nutrients from the
water. Once again, this year Christie Lake is in the top percentile of the 22 lakes sampled by the RVCA !
Another area that the Conservation authorities are concerned with is micro-plastics, present in alarming
quantities in all the 7 seas and also being discovered now in the Great Lakes and the Ottawa River.
These minute pieces of many varieties of plastics become ingested by the lowest forms of life in the ecosystem
and have a negative impact all the way up the food chain. There is currently a multi-faceted / multi-year study
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being conducted by Parks Canada and several Canadian universities including Carleton and the University of
Ottawa involving taking lake bottom core samples (done 3 yrs ago in Christie) as well as collating data from
lake sampling. The micro-plastic sampling programs are being considered for the Trent & Rideau Lakes
systems.
For more info on this important initiative visit: https://www.facetsjournal.com/article/facets-2016-0070/ .

Rideau Canal Community Update: Bobs Lake Dam at Bolingbroke
Rideau Canal National Historic Site Phase Two nearing completion November 1, 2019.
The second and final phase of the Bobs Lake Dam project began in
July 2019 and is nearing completion.
Over the past four months the contractor worked to complete the
remaining one-third of the dam – the north wall connecting the two
sluiceways to the shoreline. The newly completed dam was activated
on October 18, 2019 prior to the demolition of the old dam.
With this work done the contractor has moved to restoration of the river bed, shoreline and the surrounding
project staging area. The restoration included the establishment of an access road and parking space to allow
access to the dam for operational and water management work. The majority of the work has been completed
and the contractor has moved off site but will return in the spring to complete the final landscaping
requirements with project completion expected for spring 2020.
The replacement of the Bobs Lake Dam is part of the largest infrastructure plan in the history of Parks Canada.
These investments to heritage, visitor, waterway and highway assets located within national historic sites,
national parks, and national marine conservation areas across Canada will mitigate health and safety risks, halt
the loss of nationally significant built heritage and stimulate the economy in communities across the country.
For More Information:
For up-to-date news on infrastructure work along the Rideau Canal, please visit our website:
www.parkscanada.gc.ca/rcInfrastructure. If you would like to be added to our community engagement list to
receive updates on this project, please e-mail RideauCanal.info@pc.gc.ca and include “Bobs Lake Dam” in the
subject heading.

Membership & Directory Committee: Penny Nault and Donna Walsh
A huge shout-out to all who enrolled or renewed their CLA membership. We reached a record high number of
memberships in 2019. That being said, we still have many individuals on our email distribution list who are not
members of CLA. We kindly ask again that those individuals renew their membership. You may enrol by
completing the membership form at the end of this Newsletter or on-line at the link provided on the form.
Another huge shout-out to the volunteer canvassers, who, by going door-to-door delivering CLA Membership
packages, directly contributed to reaching the high number of memberships. They are: Wendy Fish,
Toni McVeigh, Brooke Briggs, Bob Vergette, Janice and Randy Gordon, Gerry Gorham, Dale Ritchie,
Bev Ferlatte, Apryle Patterson and Judith McCormack.
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Marker Buoys: Donna Walsh
All CLA markers were taken out from mid to late October. Many thanks to Ray, Apryle and James Patterson for
their time and efforts at putting in, taking out and maintaining the markers on the main part of the lake!

Bubblers and Ice-Fishing Holes: Donna Walsh
As more and more folks are using “bubblers” to prevent ice damage to docks and keep water supplies open, it’s
important to be aware of the following:
Quoted from a Transport Canada Document:
“Fans can also prevent ice freezing in much the same way. Fans are suspended in the water column and
circulate the natural water. Temporary fans suspended in the water do not require approval in the winter.
Note: The action of safeguarding the ice and the hole that is created is a criminal code responsibility. It falls
under the Criminal Code under “Duty to safeguard opening in ice”. Any questions regarding the marking of
the opening in the ice should be directed to your local OPP detachment. Additional information on bubbler
systems and your responsibilities can be found at: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-61.html
under Section 263(1) which states:
Duty to safeguard opening in ice


263 (1) Every one who makes or causes to be made an opening in ice that
is open to or frequented by the public is under a legal duty to guard it in a
manner that is adequate to prevent persons from falling in by accident and
is adequate to warn them that the opening exists.

Power Outage Planning: Donna Walsh
Unfortunately power outages can occur due to freezing rain, snow, and high winds incidents. Power outages can
last for hours or even days. During a power outage, you may be left without heating, lighting, computer use, hot
water or even running water. It is important to be prepared in the event of an outage. The following is a useful
guide that was produced by the Canadian Red Cross.
Planning for Power outages
Before
1. Know your risks: Find out the most common causes of power outages.
2. Make a plan: Work with your family to make a plan so that when a power outage happens, you are ready.
3. Get a kit: You can buy a preparedness kit from the Red Cross, or make your own.
 Keep a flashlight with working batteries in a place where it can be easily accessible and where everyone can
find it.
 Make sure your home has a working carbon monoxide detector. If it’s hard-wired to the house's electricity
supply, make sure it has a battery-powered back-up.
 Protect all your sensitive electrical appliances with a surge-protecting power bar.
During
 Listen to your battery-powered or wind-up radio for information on the outage and advice from authorities.
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Check whether the power outage is only in your home. If your neighbours' power is still on, check your circuit
breaker panel or fuse box. Keep emergency numbers, like your hydro company, near your telephone.
If your neighbours' power is also out, contact your hydro company.
Turn off all your appliances and electronic equipment, and turn your heating thermostats down to a minimum to
prevent damage from a power surge when the power is restored.
Turn off all your lights, except one inside and one outside, so that both you and hydro crews outside know that
power has been restored.
Don't open your freezer or fridge unless it’s absolutely necessary. A full freezer will keep food frozen for 24 to
36 hours if the door remains closed.
Never use charcoal or gas barbecues, camping heating equipment, or home generators indoors because they
give off carbon monoxide.
Use proper candle holders (deep, wide holders are best) and never leave lit candles unattended.
Check on vulnerable family members, friends and neighbours (the elderly, ill, disabled) who may require
special assistance.
For more information visit: http://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/emergencies-and-disasters-in-canada/forhome-and-family/make-a-plan/planning-for-power-outages

Winter Driving Emergency Kits are a must!: Donna Walsh
It should include an emergency food pack with water and non-perishables such as granola
bars and utensils, a candle and matches in a waterproof container, extra hats, mittens and
blankets. More information can be found at: http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/mediaroom/videoroadsafety-65

And Finally …

May 2020 overflow with love, health, happiness
and memory making at Christie Lake!
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Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA)

2020 MEMBERSHIP FORM & DIRECTORY UPDATE
Annual Membership Fee: $35 per Family
1.

Family Name: _________________________________________________________________

2.

Name of family members aged 18 years or older to be enrolled as CLA members for the year indicated above:
(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

3.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Lake Address: Blue/White PIN # ____________
Lake Phone #: (

4.

Lane/Road ____________________________________________

) ____________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________
Postal/Zip Code: ________________________

5.

6.

Apt. # ___________

Province/State _____________________________

Home Phone #: (

) ____________________________

Email Address(es): _____________________________________________

(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Christie Lake Directory:
I consent to the publication of the information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
I consent to the publication of partial information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
Do not publish: __________________________________________________________________________
I do not consent to the publication of any information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.

7.

CLA Communications: (Spotlight Newsletters and Notices)
Yes, email CLA communications to me in the ‘bcc’ format. (Note: new email addresses will receive a one-time
request by email to ‘opt-in’ to receive CLA email communications as required by the new Canadian Anti-spam Legislation).

No, do not email CLA Communications to me. Mail printed copies of Newsletters and important Notices to me at
my home address.
8.

Emergency Contact: (in the event you are unavailable to respond to property damage, fire, theft etc.).
Name: _____________________________________________________

Phone #: (_____) ______________________

Emergency contact information may enable CLA to notify members about matters requiring prompt attention. CLA accepts no obligation
or legal responsibility to monitor members’ properties, nor to notify them or their emergency contacts about such matters, but may
choose to do so as a matter of courtesy.

9.

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________
Date: _____________________

(cheque made payable to ‘Christie Lake Association Inc.’)

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Send completed form and cheque to:
(or hand in payment at any CLA Event)

Christie Lake Association Inc.
P.O. Box 20058
Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6

Thank you for your support!
For information on what Membership includes or to enroll or renew on-line, please visit the Membership page on our Website. If you
have any questions or concerns, or require more information, please Contact Us on our Website.
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