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Explanation of proposed changes to the “Membership” definition contained in the Bylaws. 

 

The Secretary of the Board of the CLA has presented a motion to amend the Bylaws of the 

organization as it pertains to Section 6 and the definition of “Membership”. 

Section 6.02 of the Bylaws as currently drafted provides a definition for “Annual Individual 

Membership” as follows: 

6.02 Annual Individual Membership - Any eligible individual who provides the Association 
with his or her name and current address and pays the annual membership fee from time to 
time determined by the directors shall automatically become an annual member of the 
Association entitled to a membership card and that person’s name and address shall be 
recorded in the membership register so long as he or she shall continue to be a member. 
 

Section 6.03 of the Bylaws as currently drafted provides an expanded definition of Membership 

referred to as the “Annual Family Membership” as follows: 

6.03 Annual Family Membership - If an individual provides the Association with his or her 
Family’s names and current addresses (Family is defined in section 1.02) and pays the annual 
family membership fee from time to time determined by the directors, each of those named 
individuals included in the Family shall automatically become an annual member of the 
Association entitled to a membership card and his or her name and address shall be recorded 
in the membership register so long as he or she shall continue to be a member. 
 

In Section 1.02 of the Bylaws “Family” was defined as follows: 

1.02 “Family”, for the purpose of family membership shall mean those individuals over the 
age of 18 years who are related to each other as parent and child or brother and sister and 
their respective spouses. 
 

The expanded definition of Membership in Section 6.03 that includes family members has been 

challenging to administer particularly as it relates to operational issues such as quorum for 

meetings, right to vote, right to receive notice of meetings, etc. 

We discovered that our individual members were generally unaware of this expanded definition 

and therefore did not provide family names and addresses to be added to the annual 

membership roster.  Although it was common for members to bring their spouse/partner to the 

annual general meeting (AGM) and cast two votes per membership on motions at the AGM, the 

recent requirements to hold virtual meetings during the pandemic created limitations on the 

number of votes per family attending the on-line meeting. We have restricted the number of 

votes in the 2020 AGM and again in the 2021 AGM to two votes per family.   



With these challenges in mind the Board undertook a careful review of the membership 

definition.  We completed a review of the definitions used by other lake associations.  We 

discovered that there are a variety of membership classifications in use.  However, the most 

common and straightforward definition used by other associations was based on a concept of 

“one membership – one vote”. 

With that in mind we have decided to remove Section 6.03 and the “Annual Family 

Membership” and Section 1.02 which defined “Family” from the Bylaws in order to adopt the 

“one membership – one vote”.   

We recognize that there may be situations where groups of families share ownership and use of 

a family cottage and might want to also enjoy the benefits and privileges of membership in the 

CLA.  In that case, we would encourage those families to consider additional memberships as 

appropriate. 

As a housekeeping change to Section 6.02 and the definition of “Annual Individual 

Membership” we are proposing to remove the phrase “entitled to a membership card” since the 

CLA no longer issues cards to its membership. 

Section 6.04 defines the Term of annual membership “shall commence retroactively on January 

first of the year and end at the close of business of the annual meetings of members in the next 

calendar year”.  Therefore, if the Bylaws are amended as proposed the new definition of 

membership will be effective for memberships commencing on January 1, 2022. 

We trust you will find these changes are appropriate, and vote in favour of the motion to change 

the CLA Bylaws at the Annual General Meeting on July 10, 2021. 

 

 


