CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
Spring/Summer 2021 Newsletter
Editor: Donna Walsh
https://christielakeassociation.com
Dedicated to the memory of:
Gwen Kyle - January 2
Stan Seymour - January 5
Bill Wiley - February 21
Peter Higgins - March 28
Christie Lake icons that will be missed.

President’s Message: Krystyna Williamson
Summer!! Finally, we can shed our layers and enjoy the beauty and fun of our favourite lake! It’s been a long,
dry, quiet winter, with continued social distancing and closures. People lucky enough to have the lake views
throughout the winter are feeling pretty blessed! It’s time to garden and get outside, regardless of all the
changes in the city.
As I write this, I’m looking at a forecast of a week of rain, which would be more than welcome, given the low
water levels. The entire Rideau watershed is running low this Spring, so in spite of the new dam at Bob’s Lake,
there is only so much we can do to get around Mother Nature. We are hoping there is enough rain in the next
few weeks to bring us back to normal levels so that people’s boats and dock access are ready for summer fun.
We will continue to keep you informed and Bruce McIntyre continues to be our liaison with Parks Canada and
the Friends of the Tay.
The uptake around the lake on the Gypsy Moth spray
opportunity was huge, with well over 100 properties
signing up through us for a quote. Our first spray was
June 2nd! It was wonderful to see the cooperation
between neighbours in providing waivers and connecting
properties for discounts. Even when we are unable to
gather socially, we still managed to come together as a
community and I was very proud of the effort put into the
project. A special thanks to Penny Nault, for maintaining
our database and for all her work this past year, keeping
us informed of news and events through Spotlight emails.
Some of the things the Board has kept busy with this past Winter were developing a Policy Manual to help
provide a decision framework around things like Association donations and event planning, as well as conflicts
of interest and a Code of Conduct for directors. North Shore Road ditch clean up was taken on this Spring by
Board members as well. We also weighed in with property owner views on two proposed by-laws, one
regarding Property Standards and another on Noise Control. Both by-laws are now undergoing further
redrafting for future consideration. A big thanks from me to the whole Board for continuing to make our
members a priority and for putting in so much effort the past year!
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We are still looking at provincial conditions that will limit events this summer. We currently plan to carry on
our tradition of a boat flotilla to celebrate July 1st. We intend to install community library boxes this summer to
test them as a community resource. And sadly, once again, we will host an online AGM. If things go well and
restrictions are lifted, we will be ready with an end of summer gathering.
Stay tuned and I hope to see you “on the lake” soon!

Lake Stewardship Committee Loon Initiatives: Austin Sweezey
The loons are back as usual around the lake. Deployment of our loon
nesting platforms continues this year. Five (5) platforms have been
anchored in sheltered locations in the western part of the lake. We still
have 4 platforms available and will be looking for suitable locations in
the eastern portion of the lake.
We continue to take advice from Birds Canada with respect to a
suitable number and location for placement of platforms. One of the
concerns is whether placing a platform in an unsuitable location may
entice loons to give up a better shore location to use the platform. However, given our fluctuating water levels
having floating platforms available may be useful if water levels rise and
flood a first nesting attempt.
We are continuing our informal survey of loons and nesting results. If you
become aware of a loon nest or loon chicks please keep your distance but let
us know about it so we can add to our survey info.
If you are interested in maintaining a nesting platform let me know. Loon
info can be sent to me at: austin.sweezey@gmail.com

Amateur Radio and Emergency Communications: Austin Sweezey (VA3SWY)
Amateur (or Ham) radio is very active in this area. The local radio club, Lanark North Leeds Amateur Radio
Emergency Services (LNL-ARES) has several members throughout this area. The club provides community
and emergency communications services.
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Community services include logistics and communications during events such as the Perth Kilt Run and the
Rideau Lakes Cycle Tour that runs from Ottawa to Kingston return. The club has also provided emergency
services during severe weather events such as the ice storm in 1998 when power and phone services were
unavailable. The club also supports Lanark County Emergency Services and volunteer Search and Rescue
teams.
To maintain a reliable radio communications service the club has built and maintains radio repeater systems at
towers located at Christie Lake, Lanark, Westport and Rideau Ferry. If you are a ham radio operator or would
like to learn more about the club send me a note to: austin.sweezey@gmail.com
The club will also be resuming our Saturday morning social breakfasts at a local Perth restaurant after we get
through this pandemic!

Christie Lake Water Level Summary: Bruce McIntyre
January - June 2021
January 2021 saw water levels that were well above the historic average. The high water was the
result of a rain event in late December that caused a dramatic water level rise on both Christie
Lake and Bobs Lake. Through the late winter and early spring, water levels continued to drop and
precipitation remained well below historic averages resulting in an exceptionally low snow pack.
In March 2021 Parks Canada started holding water behind the Bobs Lake Reservoir dam and, as a
result, flows along the Tay River into and out of Christie Lake dropped. As of May 2021 Bobs
Lake Reservoir was at seasonally normal levels while Christie Lake and the Tay River were at
historic low levels. Parks Canada has delayed the opening of the Rideau Canal until Ontario
COVID-19 “Stay at Home” orders are lifted. Once water is released from the Bobs Lake Dam
Christie Lake may see some relief, however, precipitation is required to add significantly to
current low water levels.
The Friends of the Tay Watershed periodically publish an update on water level and flow information along the
Tay, which includes Christie Lake. Their latest summary can be found at
https://www.taywatershed.ca/documents/streamflow.php.
FYI: Desmond Devoy at Inside Ottawa Valley, picked up the Parks Canada issue in his June 11 online article at
https://www.insideottawavalley.com/news-story/10409047-why-is-parks-canada-damming-the-free-flow-ofwater-data-from-bobs-lake-/?s=n1&li_source=LI&li_medium=YMBII&li_pl=75&li_tr=YMBII

Water Testing Up-date: Brooke Briggs
Last year there was only one sampling done on our lake due to restrictive Covid protocols. The emphasis of
RVCA testing was on lakes with identified concerns (i.e. elevated nutrient levels, algal blooms or sensitive
habitat conditions), none of which are present in Christie, I am happy to say!
This year the RVCA is proposing to do a "curbside drop off" of testing equipment in the
morning of a designated sampling day, have the sampling done by volunteer(s), and pick up the
equipment at the end of the day. All equipment has to be sterilized before going to the next
water body. The testing results for total phosphorus and E.Coli will now be available online
at https://gis.rvca.ca/html5/?viewer=rvcageoportal_wq. or on http://www.rvca.ca, under
Monitoring & Reporting. Sarah Macleod-Neilson, the RVCA water quality coordinator, invites
any questions or concerns at sarah.macleod-neilson@rvca.ca or 613-692-6859, X 1109.
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Invasive Species Alert!
Invasive Phragmites - now in our area!
Listen to an interesting interview with Dave Overholt about this invasive
species!
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/invasive-phragmites-invade-lanarkcounty-1.5996823
Invasive species fact sheet - Invasive Phragmites (Phragmites
australis subsp. australis): From http://Ontario.ca
Invasive Phragmites (European Common Reed) is an invasive plant causing
damage to Ontario’s biodiversity, wetlands and beaches. Invasive Phragmites is
a perennial grass that has been damaging ecosystems in Ontario for decades. It
is not clear how it was transported to North America from its native home in
Eurasia.
Invasive Phragmites is an aggressive plant that spreads quickly and out-competes native species for water and
nutrients. It releases toxins from its roots into the soil to hinder the growth of and kill surrounding plants. While
it prefers areas of standing water, its roots can grow to extreme lengths, allowing it to survive in relatively dry
areas.
Impacts of Invasive Phragmites
• crowds out native vegetation, thus resulting in decreased plant biodiversity;
• generally provides poor habitat and food supplies for wildlife, including several Species at Risk;
• grows very quickly thereby causing lower water levels as water is transpired faster than it would be with
native vegetation;
• increases fire hazards as stands are composed of a high percentage of dead stalks;
and
• can affect agriculture, cause road safety hazard and impact recreational activities
such as swimming, boating and angling.
A native Phragmites seedhead (top) and an invasive Phragmites seedhead (bottom).
Note that the native Phragmites seedhead is smaller and sparser compared to that of the invasive Phragmites.
Photo courtesy of Erin Sanders, MNR.
•

•
•
•
•

Identifying invasive Phragmites
One factor making the identification of invasive Phragmites difficult is the existence of a closely related
native subspecies. Generally, native Phragmites does not grow as tall as the invasive plant and does not
out-compete other native species. A number of characteristics of the plant can be useful in distinguishing
between the native variety and invasive Phragmites. The following information can help in identifying
invasive Phragmites.
Invasive Phragmites:
grows in stands that can be extremely dense with as many as 200 stems per square metre;
can grow so densely that it crowds out other species;
can reach heights of up to 5 metres (15 feet), and
has stems that are tan or beige in colour with blue-green leaves and large, dense seedheads.
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Native Phragmites:
grows in stands that are usually not as dense as the invasive plant;
well-established stands are frequently mixed with other plants; and
usually has more reddish-brown stems, yellow-green leaves and smaller, sparser seedheads.
What can I do?
Learn how to identify invasive Phragmites and how to avoid accidentally spreading it through its root
fragments and seeds. This is especially important if you are planning to do work in an area which
contains invasive Phragmites,
Do not plant invasive Phragmites. Native Phragmites have the same appearance and do not pose an
ecological risk.
Gardeners should use only native or non-invasive plants and are encouraged to ask garden centres for
plants that are not invasive.
Stay on designated trails. Leaving trails or entering areas containing invasive Phragmites can encourage
the spread of this plant. When leaving an area containing invasive Phragmites, brush off clothing and
clean equipment onsite to avoid the transfer of seeds to new areas. Remove all visible portions of plants
and dispose them in the garbage.
Do not compost invasive Phragmites. Both seeds and rhizomes (horizontal plant stems growing
underground) can survive and grow in compost.
Other Resources
Ontario Invasive Plant Council
Ontario’s Invading Species Awareness Program
Stop the spread of invasive species

Christie Lake Camp News: Matt Breen - Property Manager, Christie Lake Camp
Greetings Christie Lake cottagers,
The health and safety of our campers, staff, and
families is always the #1 priority for Christie Lake
Kids. With that in mind, after much deliberation and
careful consideration, and in an effort to provide the
safest and highest quality programming, we will
forgo our traditional onsite camp experience this
summer in order to deliver a hybrid series of
alternate engagement programs. These include: a
second summer of our highly successful ‘Camp in a
Box’ program, a hands-on in-home virtual
experience designed to replicate our daily summer
camp routine; a series of small in-person field trips
in and around Ottawa for campers aged 8-12; and
conditional on public health and government regulations, we hope to offer overnight canoe camping for small
groups of campers aged 13-16. As always, our programs will remain barrier-free, with no registration fees and
all materials, transportation, and staffing provided at no cost to families. We greatly appreciate your support and
wish you all a safe and happy summer on the lake. See you again next year!
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Membership & Directory Committee: Penny Nault and Donna Walsh
The Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA) Membership Drive is underway for 2021. Given the continued
unusual times, we will not have canvassers going door to door during this campaign.
Thank you to those of you who have already renewed your membership. For those that haven’t yet, you can do
so by visiting the Membership page on the CLA website at https://christielakeassociation.com/aboutcla/membership/ where you can enroll on-line and pay the $35 membership fee by credit card or PayPal. Or,
you can download and complete the Membership Form and mail it in together with a cheque for $35.00. For
your convenience, a copy of the 2021 membership form is also included at the end of this Newsletter.
The cost of Membership remains at $35.00 a year per family. These dollars support many lake activities
including possible social events, website and email tools, newsletters, maintenance of shoal marker buoys on
main body of lake, maintenance of road signage and assistance with the construction of spawning beds, just to
name a few.
Those who do enroll will be eligible to have their name put in a draw for a $50.00 gift certificate for
Fiddleheads Restaurant in Perth.

Directories Available for Delivery to paid members!
Donna is now delivering directories to those enrolled members (in 2019+) who
request it. Please email her at dw.boomer@hotmail.com when you are available to
receive it and she’ll endeavour to deliver one to your lake address.

Communications & Website Committee: Penny Nault
We continue to keep our lake community informed on issues of importance via CLA Spotlight News emails and
the CLA website. Our audience interests and computer skills are varied so we try to accommodate the interests
and needs of all. In addition to maintaining the website, we maintain two email accounts and maintain just
under 350 email addresses for the CLA Spotlight News email distribution list. This list keeps growing and
growing. Thank you everyone for the positive feedback you provide. We do rely on membership dollars to
maintain these valuable communication tools so please consider that at membership renewal time. While the
overall number is decreasing, we still have some community members who reap the benefit of receiving these
communications but have not renewed their membership in the past. This is not fair to those who do pay
membership fees.

Marker Buoys: Donna Walsh
MANY Thanks to Ray and Apryle Patterson for placing the shoal markers on the main body of
the lake! These shoal markers are a beneficial safety measure to boaters.
Note that CLA does not place shoal markers in bays.
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Boating – Safety and Etiquette: Adam Sherman
As we approach another summer under COVID-19 restrictions, the CLA is expecting another busy summer of
activity on the lake! My observations were that last summer had increased boat traffic at the lake as our
residents and community members took advantage of the “work from home” lifestyle and international travel
restrictions “forced” more people to enjoy the gem of Christie Lake.
CLA would like to remind our community members “we all share the lake”. Here are a few key safety rules
and tips so that everyone can have a fun and safe summer on the water:
•

There is a general non-posted speed limit of 10 km/h within 30 meters from all shorelines in Ontario. An
exemption applies for tow sports where the boat is driving directly away from the shore.

•

Tow sports are restricted in period beginning one hour after sunset and ending at sunrise.

•

Remember to have all of your safety equipment on board.

•

Take a few minutes before the boating season to remind yourself of the “Nautical Rules of the Road”. As
a general rule, sailboats, tow sports and canoes have the right-of-way over power-driven boats.

•

Where possible, it is recommended that boats participating in tow sports drive a minimum of 200 meters
from the shoreline.

•

Boat drivers should be given consideration to “spread” their usage throughout the lake so as to cause
minimal disruption to cottagers, anglers, docks and shorelines.

•

Trying to avoid creating a wake that will disrupt other anchored boats or fishing boats.

•

Sounds are amplified over water. Keep in mind the sound of your boat, music and voices across the lake.
We’re not saying not to have a good time out on the water, but boaters should be make sure to be
neighbourly especially in the morning or at night.

•

The leading cause of boating accidents and deaths continues to be the alcohol and lack of a life jacket.
Please boat and enjoy the lake responsibly.

•

Give a wave! The best part of Christie Lake is seeing all the smiles and friendly waves from all the boaters
we enjoy the water!
We can’t wait to see our community (safely) enjoying our Christie Lake!
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On the Social Front
Although many social events have been “re-scheduled” until 2022, there is one event that can safely take place
with safety protocols in place:

July 1st Canada Day Flotilla

Decorate your boat in RED and White and join the flotilla! Meet at 1pm at Big Island!
The most decorated boat gets to lead the parade around the lake!

We will keep you posted as to any other events that may be taking place over the next few months!

Here’s to a Wonderful Memory Making Summer at the Lake!
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE
Notification that the 2021 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of members of the
CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC. (“CLA”)
will be a virtual “ZOOM” meeting taking place on

Saturday, July 10th
10:00am – 11:00am
Meeting materials will be provided in the form of three packages:
Week of June 14th: Sent to all:
• Link to on-line CLA 2021 Membership Form & Directory Update;
• Draft Agenda and request for additions;
• Draft Minutes of the AGM held on July 25, 2020;
• Proposed CLA Bylaw change - Definition of ‘Membership’;
• Committee Reports are provided in the Spring/Summer 2021 Newsletter;
• Treasurer’s Overview of Financial Information for the years ending December 31,
2020 and 2019;
• Draft Statement of Revenue and Expenses and Assets for the years ending
December 31, 2020 and 2019;
• Draft slate of Directors standing for election or re-election (currently stands at 9
individuals); and
• Request for those wishing to stand for election as a Director. Two nominations
are required for each individual and a short Statement of Interest. Due date is
Tuesday, June 22nd.
Week of June 28th: Sent to all:
• Link to on-line CLA 2021 Membership Form & Directory Update;
• Statement of Interest for individuals standing for election or re-election;
• Link to on-line Voter’s Form which includes:
o Final Slate of Directors; and
o Section for members to pose questions to the Board of Directors.
Note: Only those enrolled as a CLA member (either in 2020 or 2021) are eligible
to vote on motions and submit questions to the Board of Directors. Two members
of a CLA family membership may complete a Voter’s Form. Questions and
Answers will be circulated following the meeting.
Week of July 5th:

Sent to CLA Members who completed a Voter’s Form:
• Agenda (with additions); and
• Link to ZOOM meeting.

Copies of previously approved CLA Statement of Revenue & Expenses reports can be found under ‘CLA
Financial Reports’ on the CLA website at https://christielakeassociation.com/about-cla/your-cla-organization/.
For those who do not have internet access, CLA will provide a hard copy of the report(s) upon receipt of a
request in writing.
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Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA)
2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM & DIRECTORY UPDATE
Annual Membership Fee: $35 per Family
1.

Family Name: _________________________________________________________________

2.

Name of family members aged 18 years or older to be enrolled as CLA members for the year indicated above:
(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

3.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Lake Address: Blue/White PIN # ____________
Lake Phone #: (

4.

Lane/Road ____________________________________________

) ____________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________
Postal/Zip Code: ________________________

5.

6.

Apt. # ___________

Province/State _____________________________

Home Phone #: (

) ____________________________

Email Address(es): _____________________________________________

(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Christie Lake Directory:
I consent to the publication of the information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
I consent to the publication of partial information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
Do not publish: __________________________________________________________________________
I do not consent to the publication of any information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.

7.

CLA Communications: (Spotlight Newsletters and Notices)
Yes, email CLA communications to me in the ‘bcc’ format. (Note: new email addresses will receive a one-time
request by email to ‘opt-in’ to receive CLA email communications as required by the new Canadian Anti-spam Legislation).

No, do not email CLA Communications to me. Mail printed copies of Newsletters and important Notices to me at
my home address.
8.

Emergency Contact: (in the event you are unavailable to respond to property damage, fire, theft etc.).
Name: _____________________________________________________

Phone #: (_____) ______________________

Emergency contact information may enable CLA to notify members about matters requiring prompt attention. CLA accepts no obligation
or legal responsibility to monitor members’ properties, nor to notify them or their emergency contacts about such matters, but may
choose to do so as a matter of courtesy.

9.

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________
Date: _____________________

(cheque made payable to ‘Christie Lake Association Inc.’)

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Send completed form and cheque to:
(or hand in payment at any CLA Event)

Christie Lake Association Inc.
P.O. Box 20058
Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6

Thank you for your support!
For information on what Membership includes, please visit the Membership page under ‘About CLA’ on our Website. If you have any
questions or concerns, or require more information, please ‘Contact Us’ on our Website at: https://christielakeassociation.com.
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