CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
Spring/Summer 2019 Newsletter
http://christielakeassociation.com
Dedicated to the memory of:
Shirley Foy (nee Tysick) – 16 July 2018
Terry Brooks – 13 April 2019
Christie Lake icons missed.

President’s Message (June 4): Gordon Hill
Another long winter! Ice covered the lake by late November and stayed with us until the third week in April.
April and May (or “Mayvember” as May 2019 will now be known) have been unseasonably (and unreasonably)
cold and wet. June is starting out the same way. Again today, it has been raining for hours. We are left to
wonder if spring will make an appearance this year. But yet, the trees have leaves, the trilliums have come and
gone, and the Ottawa tulip festival – which ended on May 20 - was reported to be a colourful and dazzling
success. So the warmth of summer can’t be far behind. Can it?
Christie Lake North Shore Road (“CLNSR”)
Each year, the Canadian Automobile Association (“CAA”) asks its members to rate the worst roads in Ontario.
CAA claims that its “annual Worst Roads campaign has resulted in repaving and repair work done to many of
the roads that have appeared on Ontario’s Worst Roads list”. https://www.caasco.com/Advocacy/WorstRoads.aspx. CLNSR must surely be a worthy candidate for that list. Regrettably, the voting for 2019 edition of
the Worst Roads list closed on April 26, 2019. We should keep that list in mind for future years.
As we know the CLNSR was badly damaged by the 2017 spring floods. Today, it is still full of potholes, both
on the paved and graveled portions. Many patches have been made to the deeper/larger potholes on the paved
portion, but the road remains a travesty of neglect. At a May 2017 meeting of TVT’s Committee of the Whole,
those in attendances were told that road repairs would be made in the fall of 2017, then it was the fall of 2018.
Later still, it was decided that TVT would apply for provincial funding to rehabilitate the road and raise parts of
the paved portion by about 4 to 6 inches so that emergency vehicles would be able to travel over it if future
flooding should reach 2017 flood levels. The construction schedule was then delayed until the fall of 2019,
pending funding approval.
By email dated April 4, 2019, I asked the Public Works Manager (“the PWM”) for an update on the
construction timetable table and whether there was a “Plan B” if the funding application wasn’t approved. His
reply dated April 11, 2019, stated, in part:
(a)
(b)
(c)

That the province had not approved the grant application, and that “until mid-May it will be a waiting
game until we hear if our funding application was approved” ;
“Rest assured, there are numerous options for Council to consider if the funding application is turned
down and these options will be presented to Council in May or June of 2019 if required”.
“our maintenance crew will be monitoring CLNSR on a weekly basis to ensure that the road is
maintained as per O. Reg. 239/02: Minimum Maintenance Standards for Municipal Highways”.
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No details of the “numerous options” were provided. No presentation was made to Council on this issue in May,
nor will one be made before August unless a “Special Meeting” is called. And isn’t it heartening to learn that,
when it comes to road maintenance, TVT is satisfied with doing the minimum?
I recently requested another update from the PWM as to the status of the requested provincial funding. He
replied that “The Township has yet to receive any word from the Province with regards to the grant application
for the CLNSR project.” The following day, the Reeve called me and advised that that the province had
approved the requested funding last week. However, he had just learned that the road rehabilitation program is a
joint effort between the province and the federal government and that we must now wait for the feds to say yea
or nay. He doesn’t know how long that will take, but will have someone follow up on that issue next week. So
we continue to wait. Uncertainty remains the order of the day.
I see little prospect that TVT will make any significant improvement to the road before the fall at the earliest. I
hope I am wrong.
TVT 2019 Budget and Taxes
In its February 16, 2019 Media Release, TVT reported that the 2019 budget was approved on February 14, 2019
and that:
1 It includes a tax expenditure increase of approximately $185,555 (an increase 3.43% over 2018 tax
expenditures), of which $180,713 is to be put into “reserves for future capital replacements to ensure
that Tay Valley is sustainable into the future”;
2 the 2019 tax expenditure represents a tax increase of $10 on a residential property assessed at $300,000;
however, the Media Release fails to mention that:
3 At sometime this summer, Council may consider a request from the Perth and Smiths Falls District
Hospital (“the Hospital”) for a contribution of approximately $95,000 per year for 10 years to be used to
purchase medical equipment which the province does not provide. Other municipalities whose residents
are served by the Hospital have received similar requests, although amounts requested vary from one
municipality to another. If TVT Council approves payment of any part or all of the requested
contribution in 2019, it will be paid from contingency reserves in 2019 and from budgeted expenditures
in subsequent years.
4 Council will consider a staff request to hire an assistant in the Clerk’s Department to help with the work
load and, if an assistant is hired, the cost (approximately $70,000 per year) will be paid from
contingency reserves in 2019 and from increased budget expenditures in subsequent years.
If both of the requested expenditures are approved in 2019, it is possible that almost all of the $96,000 hospital
request and up to one-half of the $70,000 staffing request (since 2019 is half over and no person has been hired
to fill the position as yet) will paid from contingency reserves in 2019, thereby offsetting in large measure the
$180,713 contribution to capital reserves. In effect, the net increase in total reserves might be as little as
$50,713 (i.e. $180,713 – ($95,000 + $35,000) and non-budgeted operational expenses will increase by a similar
amount. Those expenditures would then almost certainly be repeated year after year making them permanent
budget expenses.
The Reeve has recently advised that, by the end of June, the County of Lanark will consider paying the funding
requests made to all municipalities in Lanark County by the Hospital. If the County undertakes that obligation,
the potential $95,000 charge in 2019 to TVT’s contingency reserves and annual budgeted expenses thereafter
would be eliminated, but the County’s contingency reserves would be offset proportionally in 2019.
Furthermore, the County would then have an additional expense to include in its Budget for 2020 and 8 years
thereafter. The Reeve also stated that TVT and the County may choose to defer the funding request to the 2020
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budget discussions. If either TVT or the County ultimately assumes the funding obligation, TVT taxpayers will
bear the burden of the expense.
It may be true that the increased tax expenditure ($185,555) will result in a $10 tax increase on a property
assessed at $300,000, but only if property assessment remains constant from year to year. That is unrealistic.
Assessments are phased in over a 4-year period. A property assessed at $300,000 in 2018 will almost certainly
be assessed at a higher amount in 2019. Waterfront properties will almost certainly have larger assessment
increases in 2019 assessments than non-waterfront properties. When increased assessments are added to the
mix, the 2019 year over year tax increase for a residential property assessed at $300,000 in 2018 is more likely
to be in the $40 range. If any of you with properties assessed between $275,000 and $325,000 in 2018 would
like to assist me with statistical tax information, I would be delighted to hear from you.
Keep in mind that the TVT taxes form only a part (45%±) of the tax bill you will receive in July 2019. Lanark
County and the Upper Canada District School Board (“UCDSB”) each lay claim to your municipal tax dollars.
Lanark County has approved its 2019 budget with 2.2% tax increase.
[See: Lanark County Media Release – January 30, 2019 at:
http://www.lanarkcounty.ca/Assets/New/Clerks/Media+Releases+2018/19-0130+County+Council+Media+Release.pdf ]
In a May 23, 2019 article, the Morrisburg Leader reports that:
(i)
“UCDSB trustees were given a grim picture of the board’s finances for the upcoming 2019-20 school
year at a special meeting May 15th.”
(ii) “the board will see an $11.7 million hit to its finances in next school year due to changes in class sizes
and enrollment numbers.
(iii) “In addition …, the board currently has a $891k structural deficit for the current 2018-19 school year”
(iv) “indications from the ministry [i.e. the Ministry of Education] show that boards are expected to submit
balanced budgets for the 2019-20 school year.”
(v) “The board is planning weekly meetings now until the middle of June to deal with the budget issues.”
[See: https://www.morrisburgleader.ca/2019/05/23/ucdsb-faces-11-7m-budget-hit-for-2019-20/ ]
Since TVT and Lanark County have stated tax increases of 3.43% and 2.2% , respectively, and since the
UCDSB appears to be in some financial difficulty, I guestimate that 2019 TVT tax bills will be between 7% and
9% higher than those of 2018. Once again, I hope I am wrong.
Parks Canada
According to Parks Canada’s water level charts and graphs for Christie Lake
https://www.pc.gc.ca/apps/waterlevels/donnees-data?Id=180&lang=en&siteId=100372 ,water levels reached a
high of 155.089 meters above mean sea level (“MAMSL”) on April 24, 2019. They remain very high today
(154.679 MAMSL). But they did not reach the drastic flood levels of 2017 (155.81 MAMSL on May 12) or
2018 (155.29 MAMSL on May 4). During the spring “freshets” of 2017 and 2018, Parks Canada removed logs
from the Bobs Lake dam when Christie Lake had already reached flood level, thereby converting our flooding
concerns into flooding damage and flooding woes. To make matters worse, on May 4, 2018 when water levels
reached their maximum level, 100k/h westerly winds generated large and powerful waves which caused
considerable damage. To date we seem to have been spared the devastation of the past two years. Happily, it
would appear that, Parks Canada did not remove logs from the Bobs lake dam this spring. I choose to believe
that its decision not to remove logs was due in part (perhaps in large part) to the excellent efforts, exhortations
and encouragements of Bruce McIntyre (Chair of our Water Level Committee) and CLA’s downstream
partners during Parks Canada’s daily briefing sessions when water levels were at their highest.
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Regrettably, for some, the Christie Lake Sailing Club will not be holding races this summer, or in the
foreseeable future. Interest in the sailing program has waned over the past few years and many of “the regulars”,
myself included, have grown too old to hike, too old to climb back in after capsizing, and generally too old to
cut the mustard. Hopefully, a younger crowd will take up the challenge soon.
Best wishes to all for good weather and a safe, happy summer.

Lake Stewardship Committee Initiatives: Austin Sweezey
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey – Our loon monitoring program continues this year. This national program is
coordinated by Bird Studies Canada. We’re looking for more folks who would be interested in observing and
reporting on loons on the lake, mated pairs, nesting successes and failures and young raised. If you’d like to
help by recording loons and chicks on the lake during May
through August, please let us know. The southeastern
portion of the lake and the northeastern shore are two areas
that could use watchers. We can provide background info
and survey tracking sheets.
For more background
information on this initiative check out this site at:
https://birdscanada.org/volunteer/clls/index.jsp?lang=EN
Loon Nesting Platforms –While loons are great swimmers, with feet positioned well back on their bodies, they
aren’t so good at walking. Hence, they build their nests very close to the shoreline. Even minor rises in water
levels during spring nesting can flood their nests and if water levels drop too much they may abandon their
nests if the distance from the lake becomes too great. This problem is solved by providing a floating platform
for loons to nest on. Several folks got together at Opemikon Scout last fall to construct 6 of these loon nesting
platforms. The platforms were recently anchored in quiet areas primarily around the western and central
portions of the lake. For those folks doing loon monitoring a map showing the platform locations will be
available. We also plan to build some more platforms this fall. If you’d like to help with construction or
placement of platforms please let us know. And if you have any cedar logs at least 6 feet long and 5 to 8 inches
in diameter that you’d care to donate, that would be great!
For more background on loon platforms you can check out these sources:
http://www.rideau-info.com/canal/ecology/loon-nest.html
http://www.birdscanada.org/download/CLLSloonplatform.pdf
Watch our website and Spotlight emails for project updates. For more info or to get involved, please contact
Austin.sweezey@gmail.com.
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Membership & Directory Committee: Penny Nault and Donna Walsh
Preparations are nearly complete for the 2019 Christie Lake Directory. The format
will be much the same as the last one and will include the lake map with a large,
easy-to-read fold-out type. We rely on the information you provide us with on your
membership form so please keep us informed of any changes. We do respect your
privacy and will not publish information you ask us not to.
The Membership Drive will get started very soon. We plan to deliver information
packages around the lake later this month and July. We are looking for canvassers for Christie Lane area and
parts of the south shore. If you can help out, please email Donna at dw.boomer@hotmail.com. There will be a
draw again this year for a $50.00 gift certificate to Fiddleheads for those who enroll or renew their membership.
Thank you to those of you who have already renewed your membership. For those that haven’t yet, you can do
so by visiting the Membership page on the CLA website at http://christielakeassociation.com/aboutcla/membership/ where you can enroll on-line and pay the $35 membership fee by credit card or PayPal. Or,
you can download and complete the Membership Form and mail it in together with a cheque for $35.00. For
your convenience, a copy of the 2019 membership form is included at the end of this Newsletter.
Your support and membership are welcome and needed. Membership dollars contribute to costs associated
with many lake activities including the Spring Wine and Cheese, the purchase and maintenance of marker
buoys on main water bodies, website maintenance, email accounts, road signage, donations to Christie Lake
Kids Camp and Scouts Canada Camp Opemikon, just to name a few.

Communications & Website Committee: Penny Nault
We continue to keep you informed on important issues via CLA Spotlight emails and the CLA website. In
addition to maintaining the website, we maintain two email accounts and maintain approximately 300 email
addresses for the CLA Spotlight email distribution list. We rely on membership dollars to maintain these
valuable communication tools so please consider that at membership renewal time. Many residents reap the
benefit of receiving these communications but have not renewed their membership in the past. This is not fair
to those who do pay membership fees.

Water Testing: Brooke Briggs
RVCA water sampling has been regularly done on Christie since 2006, on a
monthly basis from May to October. Throughout this period, Phosphorous levels
(TP) have been consistently below the Provincial guidelines. The secondary
indicator of nutrient loading (TKN) Total Kjeldhal Nitrogen, has also been well
below Provincial guidelines. The Nitrogen and Phosphorous sampling is usually
done mid May at the deepest ( 30 m.+/-) spot in Christie- approximately 200
metres North of Big Island.
Testing for E Coli, other chemicals, invertebrates and the presence of invasive
species, is performed regularly during the summer season at up to 10 shoreline
sites. There appears to have been no increase in invasive species in Christie, aside
from the wax and wane cycles of Zebra Mussels.
Our lake continues to enjoy being in the highest ranking for water quality of all in the RVCA watershed!
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A full copy of the current Christie Lake Catchment report is available online at:
https://watersheds.rvca.ca/subwatersheds-reports/tay-river/catchment-reports-tay-river/838- christielake-tay-river/224-full-catchment-christie-lake-tay-river

CLA Water Level Committee Update - Spring 2018: Bruce McIntyre
Another year and another spring of high water on Christie Lake! As many of you will know, the CLA Water
Level Committee has been bombarding you daily with CLA Spotlight updates though the last half of April
2019.
While winter 2018 -2019 saw a slightly greater than average snow pack, we also experienced more rainfall and
ice storm events than I can remember and it seems that Spring 2019 has been longer and wetter than average.
Parks Canada controls the water levels above Christie Lake at the Bobs Lake Dam site. Prior to the “Spring
2019 Freshet” Parks Canada called a meeting of the downstream stakeholders in March. At that time, no spring
flooding was anticipated. In mid-April, rainfall events onto still frozen ground in the Greater Bobs Lake area
caused water levels on Bobs Lake to increase to “Overfull”. As a result, the flow through the Dam was
increased and Christie Lake quickly was “Overfull” as well. Parks Canada undertook to provide a daily update
to downstream stakeholders that included the Christie Lake Association as well as Tay Valley Township, Town
of Perth, Drummond North Elmsley Township, Friends of the Tay Watershed, RVCA and the Ministry of
Natural Resources (Ontario). Parks Canada was able to manage water levels without major flooding on Christie
Lake although ice movement on the lake caused some damage to structures near the shoreline. Parks Canada
will call a meeting sometime in the summer 2019 to review the 2019 Freshet and will convene another meeting
prior to the 2020 Freshet.
2019 will be the last year that the level of Bobs Lake will be controlled by the old dam structure. The new Bobs
Lake Dam is nearing completion and will be commissioned in early 2020. The old dam will be demolished and
the area between the old dam and the new dam will be remediated.
It remains to be seen as to how the new structure will affect water levels on Christie Lake. The new structure
will have two sluiceways as opposed to the single sluiceway on the old dam and the new dam will have a 10
metre spillway that will accommodate higher water levels at Bobs Lake. Updates on the dam construction can
be found at: https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/visit/infrastructure/tay/barrage-lac-bobs-lake-dam
As of mid-May, Bobs Lake was still “Over Full” and dropping at 1-2 centimetres per day. Once the lake drops
to the “Upper Conservation Limit” (162.73 Metres Above Mean Sea Level), Parks Canada will be able to
replace logs into the structure and Christie Lake should begin to drop to a point that docks and other shoreline
structures can be installed. Based on the current rates of water level declines on Bobs Lake, that should occur in
the first week of June 2019.Your CLA Water Level Committee is encouraged by Parks Canada’s willingness to
communicate with downstream stakeholders and we will continue to monitor water levels on your behalf.

Marker Buoys: Donna Walsh
All shoal markers are now in place on the main body of the lake. Note that CLA does not place
shoal markers in bays. Our thanks go out to Ray and Apryle Patterson for placing the markers
for all our safety!
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Stand Up Paddle Board Regulations: Donna Walsh
With stand up paddleboards becoming more popular it is important to know the regulations that are
in place for their use. The following is from Paddle Canada:
These regulations will enter into full force in 2018, published by Transport Canada.
If you are paddling across a body of water, or getting from Point A to Point B, you are navigating.
Stand Up Paddleboards (SUP) used for navigation fall into the same category as canoes, kayaks, rowboats,
rowing shells, and other human powered boats less than 6m and you are required to carry mandatory safety
equipment under the Small Vessel Regulations.




Option 1: WEAR a lifejacket with a whistle (no buoyant heaving line required).
Option 2: CARRY a lifejacket on board with whistle and a buoyant heaving line.
Option 3: NONE then could receive a $200 – $500 fine for non-compliance.

*watertight flashlight is required for lowlight or nighttime conditions.
If you are NOT navigating (park and play at the waterfront, dock, or surf wave, surf beach), then TC does not
consider the SUP use as regulated vessel for mandatory equipment requirements.
Paddle Canada also recommends the use of an appropriate ankle or waistbelt leash although not required
equipment.

Turtles Crossing: Donna Walsh
It’s that time of year when turtles are crossing the road either to lay eggs
or seek other habitats. Here’s what you can do if you see one on the
road-from Rideau Valley Wildlife Sanctuary:
You can help a turtle across the road in the direction it is going.
Most Ontario turtle species can be carefully picked up with two hands
and moved across the road. You can also use a board or shovel to coax it
along. Never pick up a turtle by the tail, which could damage its spine.
Be careful helping a snapping turtle across the road – keep a safe distance from its head as it can reach past its
midpoint if it feels threatened. You can identify a snapping turtle by the large black, olive or brown shells
typically covered in algae. Their tails have “dinosaur-like” triangular crests along their length. Pictures of the
three turtles native to the Ottawa region, including Snapping Turtles, can be seen from the link below.
You can coax a snapper across the road using a shovel or a board, or by allowing it to bite a long stick and
pulling it across the road. If you must pick up a snapper by hand, grab the back of its shell with one hand, and
slide your other hand underneath between its hind legs. Snappers are very strong and will squirm and thrash
their hind legs, so hold on tightly. For video and photos of the three types of turtles go to:
https://www.rideauwildlife.org/orphaned-or-injured-wildlife/turtles/how-to-help-a-turtle-cross-the-road/
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Christie Lake Summer Dinner and Dance: Apryle Patterson
The CLA Social Committee will not be holding the annual end of summer dance this year. We have decided to
take a break. Over the years we have had a lot of fun at the event and lots of positive feedback from the lake
community. As you know we wouldn’t have been able to put on the event if it wasn’t for all the great
volunteers that helped pull it together. A great big thank you to all those folks that donated their time and
energy to helping me create a fun evening for everyone and their families and friends on the lake. If anyone
would like to come forward with an idea for a community event, the CLA Social Committee would be happy to
support it. Contact aprylep@gmail.com. It is always exciting to change things up a little.
Wishing you lots of fun for the summer ahead.

Events for your 2019 Calendar

June 15

Welcome Back Wine & Cheese
6:30 p.m. at Christie Lake Kids Camp.
Come get caught up with New and Old Friends! All are welcome! [ B.Y.O.B.]

July 1

Canada Day Flotilla!
Decorate your boat in RED and White and join the flotilla!
Meet at 1pm at Big Island!
The most decorated boat gets to lead the parade around the lake!

July 7

Cottage Succession Overview! Learn how to “Keep the ‘Family’ in the Family Cottage”
1-3 pm at the Perth Legion.
Features speaker Peter Lillico, Estate Planning Lawyer. (details on poster below)

July 13

CLA AGM

9:30-12 noon at the Tay River Tent & Trailer Park.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING NOTICE

The 2019 Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the
CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC. (“CLA”)
will be held on
SATURDAY, JULY 13, 2019 9:30 a.m.
at the TAY RIVER TENT & TRAILER PARK (REC. BLDG)
Christie Lake North Shore Road, about 1 km west of
the intersection of Christie Lake Road / Althorpe Road.

Hope to see you there
Coffee, water and snacks provided
Copies of approved CLA financial statements have been posted under ‘CLA Financial Statements’ on the CLA website at http://christielakeassociation.com/aboutcla/your-cla-organization/. For those who do not have internet access, CLA will provide copies of the financial statements upon receipt of a request in writing.
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Cottage Succession Overview
Learn how to “Keep the ‘Family’ in the Family Cottage”

Sunday, July 7, 2019
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Perth Legion, 26 Beckwith St E, Perth

Feature Speaker: Peter Lillico, Estate Planning Lawyer Group
Event Co-Hosts: FOCA & the Lake Networking
This event is FREE to FOCA members and members of the
Lake Networking Group, or $10 at the door for non-members.

pre-register to secure your space: info@foca.on.ca

705-749-3622

“If your goal is to keep your family in the cottage for future generations, my goal is to help you develop an
agreement to secure a lasting and successful succession, avoid family friction and prevent ‘For Sale’ signs
sprouting.
It’s not lack of interest, capital gains tax or other financial pressures that result in most family cottages going
up for sale, it’s a consequence of friction within the family that arises from sharing ownership and usage.
~ Peter Lillico, Estate Planning Lawyer
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Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA)
2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM & DIRECTORY UPDATE
Annual Membership Fee: $35 per Family
1.

Family Name: _________________________________________________________________

2.

Name of family members aged 18 years or older to be enrolled as CLA members for the year indicated above:
(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

3.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Lake Address: Blue/White PIN # ____________
Lake Phone #: (

4.

Lane/Road ____________________________________________

) ____________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________
Postal/Zip Code: ________________________

5.

6.

Apt. # ___________

Province/State _____________________________

Home Phone #: (

) ____________________________

Email Address(es): _____________________________________________

(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Christie Lake Directory:
I consent to the publication of the information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
I consent to the publication of partial information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
Do not publish: __________________________________________________________________________
I do not consent to the publication of any information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.

7.

CLA Communications: (Spotlight Newsletters and Notices)
Yes, email CLA communications to me in the ‘bcc’ format. (Note: new email addresses will receive a one-time
request by email to ‘opt-in’ to receive CLA email communications as required by the new Canadian Anti-spam Legislation).

No, do not email CLA Communications to me. Mail printed copies of Newsletters and important Notices to me at
my home address.
8.

Emergency Contact: (in the event you are unavailable to respond to property damage, fire, theft etc.).
Name: _____________________________________________________

Phone #: (_____) ______________________

Emergency contact information may enable CLA to notify members about matters requiring prompt attention. CLA accepts no obligation
or legal responsibility to monitor members’ properties, nor to notify them or their emergency contacts about such matters, but may
choose to do so as a matter of courtesy.

9.

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________
Date: _____________________

(cheque made payable to ‘Christie Lake Association Inc.’)

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Send completed form and cheque to:
(or hand in payment at any CLA Event)

Christie Lake Association Inc.
P.O. Box 20058
Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6

Thank you for your support!
For information on what Membership includes, please visit the Membership page under ‘About CLA’ on our Website. If you have any
questions or concerns, or require more information, please ‘Contact Us’ on our Website at: http://christielakeassociation.com.
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