CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
https://christielakeassociation.com

Winter Newsletter 2020-2021
Greetings from the President: Krystyna Williamson
Greetings from Christie Lake, where the ice is beginning to form after a long and pleasant autumn. As we settle
into winter, our Health District has put us into a Yellow zone situation due to a few small outbreaks, particularly
in Westport and Gananoque. A perfect time to sit home, reading a good book by the fire.
The Lake Association Board has had its final meeting for the year and we agreed to continue planning our
events for next summer with the hope that we can safely gather and enjoy each other’s company. Many in the
membership expressed a desire this summer to get involved and it was hard to not have a roster to fill, but
please get in touch with us if you have time for next summer to help organize activities, canvass for
memberships or join the Board. A very special thanks to the Pattersons for their continued dedication to setting
out our water markers. This job is done before and after most of us want to be in the water and it keeps all of us
safe through the water level fluctuations that make our shoal depths unpredictable. Thank you Apryle, Ray and
family!
Municipal issues at Tay Valley this Fall include:
• The ever-present budget increases which translates as tax increases. Find the latest budget information at
http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/municipal-government/budget-and-financial-reports.asp with all the details;
• This coming Spring, Council may again consider a Property Maintenance and Standards by law. First
presented without much support in 2014, we are working with Councilor Rob Rainer to help find solutions to
the many, many concerns such a regulation might create. If the motion proceeds, we will enlist input from
our membership to present to the Council;
• We have also sent out a draft from RVCA with regard to boathouse construction regulations. This policy is in
the early stages of consideration and we will also be surveying you all for input regarding concerns regarding
any proposed rules.
The Board is taking this time to review the existing By Laws and Mission statement, to ensure that they are up
to date and effectively help us to manage our community work on your behalf.
Your Board will continue to monitor issues and opportunities that are relevant to life at the lake and we will try
to keep you updated through our Spotlights. If there are any specific issues you have questions about, don’t
hesitate to Contact Us! For those who are away from the rest of the Winter, we miss you all, especially our
American friends. For those around the lake over the Winter, stay safe and stay in touch.
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Communications & Website Committee: Penny Nault
We continue to keep you informed on important issues via CLA Spotlight emails and the CLA website. If you
have any items that you feel the lake community would be interested in, don’t hesitate to send them our way at
Contact Us .

Lake Stewardship Committee Projects: Austin Sweezey
All Things Loony – Our formal annual loon survey on the lake was cancelled by Bird Studies Canada this past
spring due to Covid-19. Some folks around the lake still kept records of the loons they saw and any offspring.
We did deploy a few loon platforms in various locations around the lake. One of these platforms near the west
end of the lake was quickly utilized by a
loon pair that laid 2 eggs. However,
shortly after nesting, the pair abandoned
the nest for unknown reasons. Another
pair nested on a small island mid-lake but
abandoned the nest as well. Some have
surmised that early spring blackflies may
have driven these two pairs to abandon
their nests. One pair of loons raised two
chicks and were seen quite frequently around the central portion of the lake. Another pair raised a chick and was
often seen around a small bay along the north shore.
We now have about 7 floating loon platforms ready to deploy next spring. The platforms consist of a frame of
cedar logs with chain-link fence as the nest platform. Sod, straw or marsh vegetation will be added when the
platforms are placed early in the spring. While loons are great swimmers, with feet positioned well back on their
bodies, they aren’t so good at walking. Hence, they build their nests very close to the water line. Boat wakes
and even minor rises in water levels during spring nesting can flood their nests and, if water levels drop too
much, they may abandon their nests if the distance from the lake becomes too great. We hope that placement of
these floating platforms will improve their chances of nesting success. Platforms will be anchored in suitable
sheltered settings shortly after ice out next spring. If you have a suggestion for a suitable location, such as a
sheltered bay, in particular in an area where loons frequent, please let us know. We could also use some help
with the timely placement, vegetation and monitoring of platforms in the spring. To get involved or for more
information, please contact me at Austin.sweezey@gmail.com.

Water Sampling and Invasive Species: Brooke Briggs
This year RVCA did not hire summer students or volunteers due to Covid-19. As a result, only one sampling
was done on the lake this year.
The one sampling brought in numbers that were in line with previous years data;
therefore, there was no worrisome trend indicators present.
Zebra Mussel population appears to be bit more abundant this year. This is all part
of a multi-year cycle where with increasing populations, they pull in so much
Calcium that in later years, their numbers diminish.
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Christie Lake Water Level Summary 2020: Bruce McIntyre
2020 was the first full year of operation for the new Bob’s Lake Dam at Bolingbroke; the old dam structure was
demolished and replaced by a modern dam structure just upstream.
There were three noteworthy weather events in 2020 that affected water levels on Christie Lake.
The first occurred 11 and 12 January when 60MM (2.4 inches) of rain fell onto frozen ground, which resulted in
increased water levels at Bob’s Lake as well as Christie Lake. Water levels peaked at approximately 154.9M in
late January and equalled those typically seen during the spring melt. Water levels receded through to early
March.
The second was the spring melt, snow pack was normal and water levels peaked in late March at approximately
154.7M. Water levels receded through the late spring and summer reached very low levels of 154.2M in late
July.
The third event occurred on 2nd and 4th August with 144MM (7 inches) of rain falling over the 2 days. Water
levels on Christie Lake rose quickly peaking at 154.7M. The increased outflow from Bobs Lake continued to
maintain very high water levels on Christie Lake though out the remainder of the summer.
Water levels on Bobs Lake are currently seasonally normal and Christie Lake has risen since the end of
November and is currently high at 154.57M. The water level increase is the result of a rainfall event at the end
of November.
The Christie Lake Association Board will continue to monitor water levels through the winter and spring of
2020/2021 and will communicate with the membership should there be any seasonally abnormal water level
fluctuations.

Winter Operations during COVID-19: Tay Valley Township Communication
With the winter season approaching, the Township wants to provide residents with an update on what to expect
regarding winter operations during the current COVID-19 pandemic.
With guidance from the Leeds, Grenville and Lanark Health Unit the Township has
implemented health and safety protocols to prevent, eliminate, reduce and manage
exposure to COVID-19. However, there may be times this winter season where there are
staffing shortages which may cause delays in the clearing and sanding of Township
maintained roads within Tay Valley. If this were to occur, the Township’s efforts will be
to address the higher traffic volume roads first with the lower volume roads being
addressed as soon as staffing levels permit. The waste site operations may also be
affected.
Information regarding any change in normal winter operations or waste site operations
will be posted via a Township Newsfeed (Emergency Information) and on the Township
Facebook page. To sign up for eNews visit http://www.tayvalleytwp.ca/en/news/subscribe.aspx.
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Transport Canada seeks public input on pleasure craft license changes: Andrew Cruickshank,
Cottage Life
Transport Canada, the governing body responsible for the country’s transportation policies and programs, is
asking the public to weigh in on some proposed changes to the pleasure craft licence process.
Notable among these changes is the introduction of a $15 processing fee to obtain a new pleasure craft licence,
renew, transfer, or duplicate a PCL, and secondly, the reduction of the licence’s validity period from 10 years to
five years.
In regards to the $15 fee, boating licences are currently issued for free with the cost falling to taxpayers. “We
issue over 100,000 pleasure craft licences every year,” Transport Canada said in a press release. “By
introducing the service fee, the program will be paid for by the people that benefit from it.”
Rick Layzell, CEO of Boating Ontario, is in full support of the service fee, stressing that this is not a tax grab,
but instead necessary funding to keep the licensing process operational without taxpayer money. “I’m about one
of the most passionate boaters you’ll ever talk to,” Layzell said. “I’ve spent my life and my career in this
business, and I love our sport. But why should a non-boater pay for me to get a licence for my boat?”
Layzell points out that car, snowmobile, ATV, and motorcycle owners all pay a licensing fee. “Recreational
boats are currently the only thing that do not have a fee for the vessel licence,” he said.
If the service fee is introduced and the licence’s validity period is reduced to five years, the cost of a PCL will
work out to $3 a year. “It’s a very nominal amount to allow you to go recreational boating,” Layzell said.
As for the reduction in the licence’s validity period, Transport Canada said this change would improve data
quality and the way it delivers services to PCL holders.
Layzell elaborated on Transport Canada’s statement, explaining that there is a lack of statistics when it comes to
Canada’s boating industry, especially around boat ownership. Typically, Layzell said, boat owners trade up,
buying a larger boat every three to five years. With a 10-year renewal period, a boat owned by one person may
have been sold and changed hands three times during that period.
The issue with this is that a PCL contains a unique licence number used to trace a vessel to its owner, but if that
owner’s licence isn’t updated to reflect the ownership of their new boat, it can prevent police and search and
rescue personnel from accessing important information in an emergency. Having an updated licence also
supports accountability and compliance with safety and environmental regulations, Transport Canada said.
The consultation period for these changes will be open to the public until January 15, 2021.

Membership & Directory Committee: Penny Nault and Donna Walsh
What a year it has been!!! A huge shout-out to all who enrolled or renewed their CLA membership! That being
said, we still have many individuals on our email distribution list who are not members of CLA. We kindly ask
again that those individuals renew their membership. You may enrol by completing the membership form at the
end of this Newsletter or on-line at the link provided on the form.
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Marker Buoys: Donna Walsh
This year, given the restriction seen in urban areas, we saw a noticeable increase in
boat traffic. Given this increase, the importance of the shoal markers on the main
parts of the lake was critical. It is with genuine gratitude that we thank the family
volunteers of Apryle, Ray and James Patterson for all their hard work and time spent
placing the markers, maintaining them, then collecting them in the fall and storing
them over the winter. THANK-YOU!

Bubblers and Ice-Fishing Holes: Donna Walsh
As more and more folks are using “bubblers” to prevent ice damage to docks and keep water supplies open, it’s
important to be aware of the following:
Quoted from a Transport Canada Document:
“Fans can also prevent ice freezing in much the same way. Fans are suspended in the water column and
circulate the natural water. Temporary fans suspended in the water do not require approval in the winter.
Note: The action of safeguarding the ice and the hole that is created is a criminal code responsibility. It falls
under the Criminal Code under “Duty to safeguard opening in ice”. Any questions regarding the marking of
the opening in the ice should be directed to your local OPP detachment. Additional information on bubbler
systems and your responsibilities can be found at: https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-61.html
under Section 263(1) which states:
Duty to safeguard opening in ice
•

263 (1) Every one who makes or causes to be made an opening in ice that
is open to or frequented by the public is under a legal duty to guard it in a
manner that is adequate to prevent persons from falling in by accident and
is adequate to warn them that the opening exists.

Power Outage Planning: Donna Walsh
Unfortunately power outages can occur due to freezing rain, snow, and high winds incidents. Power outages can
last for hours or even days. During a power outage, you may be left without heating, lighting, computer use, hot
water or even running water. It is important to be prepared in the event of an outage. The following is a useful
guide that was produced by the Canadian Red Cross.
Planning for Power outages
Before
1. Know your risks: Find out the most common causes of power outages.
2. Make a plan: Work with your family to make a plan so that when a power outage happens, you are ready.
3. Get a kit: You can buy a preparedness kit from the Red Cross, or make your own.
• Keep a flashlight with working batteries in a place where it can be easily accessible and where everyone can
find it.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Make sure your home has a working carbon monoxide detector. If it’s hard-wired to the house's electricity
supply, make sure it has a battery-powered back-up.
Protect all your sensitive electrical appliances with a surge-protecting power bar.
During
Listen to your battery-powered or wind-up radio for information on the outage and advice from authorities.
Check whether the power outage is only in your home. If your neighbours' power is still on, check your circuit
breaker panel or fuse box. Keep emergency numbers, like your hydro company, near your telephone.
If your neighbours' power is also out, contact your hydro company.
Turn off all your appliances and electronic equipment, and turn your heating thermostats down to a minimum to
prevent damage from a power surge when the power is restored.
Turn off all your lights, except one inside and one outside, so that both you and hydro crews outside know that
power has been restored.
Don't open your freezer or fridge unless it’s absolutely necessary. A full freezer will keep food frozen for 24 to
36 hours if the door remains closed.
Never use charcoal or gas barbecues, camping heating equipment, or home generators indoors because they
give off carbon monoxide.
Use proper candle holders (deep, wide holders are best) and never leave lit candles unattended.
Check on vulnerable family members, friends and neighbours (the elderly, ill, disabled) who may require
special assistance.
For more information visit: http://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/emergencies-and-disasters-in-canada/forhome-and-family/make-a-plan/planning-for-power-outages

Winter Driving Emergency Kits are a must!: Donna Walsh
It should include an emergency food pack with water and non-perishables such as
granola bars and utensils, a candle and matches in a waterproof container, extra hats,
mittens and blankets. More information can be found at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/winter-driving-emergency-kit

Heritage: Donna Walsh
Pictured here is Irene Kirkham receiving her copy of John McKenty’s book,
Arden Blackburn’s Mail Route: The Early Days at Christie Lake. Irene had
many tales to tell us about her days as a teacher at the school and some
experiences at the lake-some of which are in the book.
Irene was born on May 18, 1918 at the Strong family home near Maberly,
Irene became a teacher for some Christie Lakers during the mid to late
1930’s. Sadly, Irene passed on peacefully at home on November 4th, 2020.
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On November 1st, Tay Valley Township posted the following:
Tay Valley Township Honours Our Veterans with Banner
Currently residing in Tay Valley, Irene Kirkham (Strong) is being honoured
through the Royal Canadian Legion's Veterans Banner Program.
Irene started teaching at the age of 17 at Christie Lake Public School for 4 years,
she then went to 5th Line Public School for 2 years before joining the Air Force in
1942.
In July of that year she went to Rockcliffe Air Base for training. After training she went on to Arnprior as a
Clerk Accountant, then back to Rockcliffe and then back to Arnprior for 2 years before heading back to
Rockcliffe where she was discharged in 1945. Irene recalls her time in service with her greatest thrill being
flying, she loved flying. After the years of service she went to Haida Gwai to teach for a year before
coming back to teach in Peterborough for 3 years, then to Ottawa at Broadview Public School for 3 years, and
then she taught at Stewart School in Perth until retirement.
Irene, thank you for your service.

And Finally …

May 2021 overflow with love, health, happiness
and
memory making at Christie Lake!
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Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA)

2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM & DIRECTORY UPDATE
Annual Membership Fee: $35 per Family
1.

Family Name: _________________________________________________________________

2.

Name of family members aged 18 years or older to be enrolled as CLA members for the year indicated above:
(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

3.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Lake Address: Blue/White PIN # ____________
Lake Phone #: (

4.

Lane/Road ____________________________________________

) ____________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________
Postal/Zip Code: ________________________

5.

6.

Apt. # ___________

Province/State _____________________________

Home Phone #: (

) ____________________________

Email Address(es): _____________________________________________

(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Christie Lake Directory:
I consent to the publication of the information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
I consent to the publication of partial information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
Do not publish: __________________________________________________________________________
I do not consent to the publication of any information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.

7.

CLA Communications: (Spotlight Newsletters and Notices)
Yes, email CLA communications to me in the ‘bcc’ format. (Note: new email addresses will receive a one-time
request by email to ‘opt-in’ to receive CLA email communications as required by the new Canadian Anti-spam Legislation).

No, do not email CLA Communications to me. Mail printed copies of Newsletters and important Notices to me at
my home address.
8.

Emergency Contact: (in the event you are unavailable to respond to property damage, fire, theft etc.).
Name: _____________________________________________________

Phone #: (_____) ______________________

Emergency contact information may enable CLA to notify members about matters requiring prompt attention. CLA accepts no obligation
or legal responsibility to monitor members’ properties, nor to notify them or their emergency contacts about such matters, but may
choose to do so as a matter of courtesy.

9.

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________
Date: _____________________

(cheque made payable to ‘Christie Lake Association Inc.’)

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Send completed form and cheque to:
(or hand in payment at any CLA Event)

Christie Lake Association Inc.
P.O. Box 20058
Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6

Thank you for your support!
For information on what Membership includes or to enroll or renew on-line, please visit the Membership page on our Website. If you
have any questions or concerns, or require more information, please Contact Us on our Website.
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