CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
Winter 2021 / 2022 Newsletter
https://christielakeassociation.com

Dedicated to the memory of:
Graham Hall 1954-2021
R. John Oliver 1932-2021
Margot (Hill) Wojciechowski 1936-2021
Christie Lake icons that will be missed.

President’s Message: Krystyna Williamson
Another trip around the sun! It was a better end to the summer season this year, as friends and family began to
gather again, in our favourite place, Christie Lake! Your Board managed to keep busy with lots of initiatives, in
spite of the lack of big social events.
Last summer saw the installation of community library boxes in 3 locations around the lake.
Thanks to all for using the boxes respectfully and sharing your books with your neighbours. An
extra big thanks to Jack Clark and the Naults for constructing the boxes, Pat and Allison Brooks
and Bev Ferlatte for hosting them and to Donna Walsh for managing the stocking of the
shelves. I’d love to hear your feedback on whether this project made your community feel
more connected, or if you found some great new reads!
Our gypsy moth spray efforts went off without a hitch, to our great relief. This was a real
experiment for us - check out the article in this newsletter about this year’s program and last year’s survey
results. Please consider a second year of spraying to push these little devils out of our region.
CLA was pleased to work with the Christie Lake Kids Camp to provide a new outhouse
facility for all to use on Big Island. The previous one had been on site since the early 70’s
and was hard to find and not terribly inviting. A newly established contractor, David
Hayman, donated the time and materials to complete one of the most handsome Biffy
structures I’ve seen! We sincerely hope that this will help to reduce the unsightly messes
left in the past on our beautiful island refuge.
Two lake-focused events were enjoyed by our community last summer:
- the annual Canada Day flotilla
and
a new Fireworks display evening, hosted by the Sherman, Orser and Jeschel families.
Thank- you to everyone for joining together as good neighbours!
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Last fall saw us busy with preparing and distributing, a calendar with lake photos from our members to share
with everyone. The calendar includes our anticipated events for the coming year - a wine and cheese in June,
the Canada Day flotilla, an in-person AGM (doughnuts!) in July and a corn roast and fireworks on the August
long weekend. We hope that everyone will be ready to gather, celebrate and reconnect. Consider signing your
gang up for the “North Shore versus South Shore” softball game.
And all new volunteers are welcome!!

Lake Stewardship Committee Projects: Austin Sweezey
How are our Loons – Our formal annual loon surveys on the lake were impacted in 2020 and 2021 by Covid
concerns. Some folks around the lake have continued to observe and record the loons they saw and any offspring.
We did continue to deploy a few loon nesting platforms in various locations around the lake. To the best of our
knowledge, these platforms were not used in 2021. However, the nesting season appeared to be relatively
successful with at least 2 or 3 families raising 1 or 2 chicks each in various locations around the lake. Some of
the young were still seen with their parents on the lake as late as December 3rd prior to freeze up! The consistently
low water levels throughout the spring and continuing into summer likely avoided any nests being lost to flooding.

If you would like to share your 2021 loon observations/stories and/or help when we hopefully resume the formal
loon survey in the spring of 2022, please contact me. For further interesting information on loons, please visit this
excellent site:
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey/
To get involved or for more info, please contact Austin.sweezey@gmail.com.
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Water Testing Up-date: Brooke Briggs
Due to Covid protocols (so weary of hearing that phrase!), the RVCA did sampling from their own craft this
past summer. This involves taking the craft back to Manotick after every lake sampling and sterilizing the hull
before moving on to their next body of water- a lot more work than using a volunteer boat on each lake!
Based on RVCA data from this summer we were just a tick over Provincial Water Quality Objectives (PWQO)
for Total Phosphorous in 3 out of 13 samples taken from July to October. E.Coli numbers were well below, less
than 1/4 of PWQO and Nitrogen levels were all below the minimums throughout the summer.
The warmest temperature was recorded in August at 24.8C.
Although we had substantial rainfall which may be a contributing factor, the average nutrient readings for this
summer were consistently higher than those for 10 years ago, so we must be more vigilant with our swimming
and fertilizing practices!
Lake
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25

Date Sampled
2021-05-26
2021-07-06
2021-08-19
2021-10-18

Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25
Christie - RVL-25

2021-07-06
2021-08-19
2021-07-06
2021-08-19
2021-07-06
2021-08-19
2021-07-06
2021-08-19

Site
DP1
DP1
DP1
DP1

Deep Point
Calcium (mg/L) Carbon (mg/L) E.Coli (CFU/100mL)
5.5
17.9

TP (mg/L) TKN (mg/L)Secchi (m)
0.008
0.3
4
0.002
0.29
6.5
0.008
0.34
5.5
0.025
0.37
6

Shoreline Samples

Type
Total Phosphorus (TP)
TKN - Nitrogen
E.Coli

A
A
E
E
F
F
H
H

2
7
0
5
20
0
28
2

0.034
0.015
0.017
0.015
0.022
0.016
0.008
0.01

Water Quality Recomendations
Guideline Source
Provincial Water Quality Objective (PWQO) - Lakes
Secondary Indicator, Ministry of the Environment Recomended Guideline
Provincial Water Quality Objective (PWQO)

0.34
0.42
0.37
0.4
0.46
0.43
0.4
0.36

Guideline
<0.020mg/L
<0.500mg/L
<100 CFU/100mL

Tay Waterway - 2021 Review: Friends of the Tay Watershed
Over the past 12 months, water levels along the Tay waterway experienced substantial, and often unseasonal,
fluctuations, which some long-term residents have described as unprecedented.
For the first eight months of January to August 2021, water levels from Bobs Lake to Port Elmsley were
extremely low. Most prominently, Christie Lake was consistently near, and often below, its minimum historic
low level, and Perth experienced periods when the flow was as low as 50% under normal. The initial cause was
the low snowpack of the 2020/2021 winter, followed by below normal precipitation in the spring. During this
period, the flow from Bobs Lake Dam was not increased, and the lake level was maintained at close to its
historic average.
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In early August, the flow from Bobs Lake Dam was suddenly doubled, which caught the attention of
downstream residents when some docks ended up under water. This happened at a time when the level in the
Rideau Canal was dropping, and presumably additional water was needed to maintain the canal’s 5-foot target
draft.
A quick turnaround in the fall, beginning in October, brought extremely high water levels, which were
maintained through December in most parts of the waterway. In November, Christie Lake was close to its
Historic High. In Perth, high rainfall in December raised the flow to 100% over average.
Since then, entering the New Year with the winter freeze, levels have dropped substantially - in some areas, to
below average.
The foregoing level fluctuations would not be significant if more were known about where climate change is
taking us. To summarise, for most of 2021, Parks Canada maintained the Bobs Lake level at close to its
Historic Average. Because there have been major dry and wet spells affecting Christie Lake and the rest of the
waterway, this can only happen if a priority is being given to maintaining levels at Bobs Lake, to feed the
Rideau Canal system, rather than to care for the 45 km waterway as a whole. Of note, this was also the case in
late 2020, when the waterway was high, while Bobs Lake was maintained at a normal level. This situation was
certainly exacerbated by Parks Canada withdrawing daily public access to Bobs Lake flow data.
Information and updates on the Tay Net Program may be seen on the website at:
https://www.taywatershed.ca/documents/streamflow.php

2022 Gypsy/LDD Moth Aerial Spray Program: Penny Nault
Details on the 2022 Aerial Spray Program, recently circulated via Spotlight
News email, have been posted as a News item on the CLA website Home page.
This includes information on the administration of this year’s program, a link to
sign-up, and a summary of last year’s spray program.

Winter Driving Emergency Kits are a must! Donna Walsh
It should include an emergency food pack with water and non-perishables such as
granola bars and utensils, a candle and matches in a waterproof container, extra hats,
mittens and blankets. More information can be found at:
https://tc.canada.ca/en/winter-driving-emergency-kit
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Ice Safety: Donna Walsh

Power Outage Planning: Donna Walsh
Unfortunately, power outages can occur due to freezing rain, snow, and high winds incidents. Power outages
can last for hours or even days. During a power outage, you may be left without heating, lighting, computer use,
hot water or even running water. It is important to be prepared in the event of an outage. The following is a
useful guide that was produced by the Canadian Red Cross.
Planning for Power outages
Before
1. Know your risks: Find out the most common causes of power outages.
2. Make a plan: Work with your family to make a plan so that when a power outage happens, you are ready.
3. Get a kit: You can buy a preparedness kit from the Red Cross, or make your own.
• Keep a flashlight with working batteries in a place where it can be easily accessible and where everyone can
find it.
• Make sure your home has a working carbon monoxide detector. If it’s hard-wired to the house's electricity
supply, make sure it has a battery-powered back-up.
• Protect all your sensitive electrical appliances with a surge-protecting power bar.
During
• Listen to your battery-powered or wind-up radio for information on the outage and advice from authorities.
• Check whether the power outage is only in your home. If your neighbours' power is still on, check your circuit
breaker panel or fuse box. Keep emergency numbers, like your hydro company, near your telephone.
• If your neighbours' power is also out, contact your hydro company.
• Turn off all your appliances and electronic equipment, and turn your heating thermostats down to a minimum to
prevent damage from a power surge when the power is restored.
• Turn off all your lights, except one inside and one outside, so that both you and hydro crews outside know that
power has been restored.
• Don't open your freezer or fridge unless it’s absolutely necessary. A full freezer will keep food frozen for 24 to
36 hours if the door remains closed.
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•
•
•

Never use charcoal or gas barbecues, camping heating equipment, or home generators indoors because they
give off carbon monoxide.
Use proper candle holders (deep, wide holders are best) and never leave lit candles unattended.
Check on vulnerable family members, friends and neighbours (the elderly, ill, disabled) who may require
special assistance.
For more information visit: http://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/emergencies-and-disasters-in-canada/forhome-and-family/make-a-plan/planning-for-power-outages

Membership & Directory Committee: Penny Nault and Donna Walsh
Thank you to all Members for your continued support. We received 139 membership renewals/enrolments for
2021 and the 2022 memberships are rolling in already.
For those of you who are new to the lake, you can become a member by visiting the Membership page on the
CLA website where you can enroll on-line and pay the $35 membership fee by Interac e-transfer, credit card or
PayPal. Or, you can download and complete the Membership Form and mail it in together with a cheque for
$35.00. For your convenience, a print copy of the 2022 membership form is included at the end of this
Newsletter.
We have revised the 2022 membership form to include a space where members can provide an email address
(with consent) for publication in the next Lake Directory.
Also new this year is the change from ‘Family’ membership to ‘Membership’. This just means one
membership, one vote at the Annual General Meeting or where a member vote is required. You can still list
family members under the one membership for Spotlight News email distribution and Lake Directory listings.
More than one family member may purchase a membership if they wish to vote.
We are planning to produce a new Lake Directory this year. It will be available
in hard copy and free to members only. It is important to complete a 2022
membership form to ensure we have the most up-to-date information for you.
If your completed 2022 membership form includes a consent to publish an
email address, it will appear in a new column provided for this purpose.

Communications & Website Committee: Penny Nault
We continue to keep our lake community informed on issues of importance via CLA Spotlight News emails and
the CLA website. In addition to maintaining the website, we maintain two email accounts and maintain exactly
360 email addresses (at the time of this writing) for the CLA Spotlight News email distribution list. This list
keeps growing and growing. Thank you everyone for the positive feedback you provide. We do rely on
membership dollars to maintain these valuable communication tools so please consider that at membership
renewal time. Please Contact Us if you have any questions or concerns.
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Our inaugural calendar was a big hit! All extra copies available to purchase sold
out quickly. Thank you to all contributors for your photos. And, a huge shoutout to Ted Dyke and George James for their photographic expertise in judging
the photos. If you were a 2021 member and did not yet receive your free
calendar, please complete a Calendar Request Form and we will see that you get
it. Keep your camera handy – if you wish to submit photos for consideration in
the next calendar, please complete a CLA Photo Submission & Release Form.
We plan to have the next calendar ready for distribution in November.
Tentative CLA/Community events have been inserted into the calendar. They include:
June 17

6:00pm

CLA Wine & Cheese

Christie Lake Kids Camp

July 1

1:00pm

Canada Day Flotilla

Meet at Big Island

July 16

10:00am

CLA AGM

Tay River Tent & Tailer Park

July 31

3:00pm

Community Corn Road

Jordan’s Bridge Picnic Area

July 31

9:30pm

Community Fireworks

Fox Bay, North Shore

CLA Social Event

To be decided

August 27

Marker Buoys: Donna Walsh
For all boaters, the importance of the shoal markers on the main parts of the lake is critical. It is
with genuine gratitude that we thank the family of volunteers - Apryle, Ray and James Patterson
for all their hard work and time spent placing the markers, maintaining them, then collecting them
in the fall and storing them over the winter. THANK-YOU!
.

Community Contributions:
A Strange Happening on Christie Lake
Sometime between 20-26last October, our cottage property on the south shore of Christie Lake was visited by
trained loggers who cut down a large white pine (approx 95 yrs old, 85 ft high, 2l inches diameter) that
anchored a viewing deck 6 ft above a long shoreline deck. The tree was cut into short lengths and left on the
viewing deck. The shoreline dock was damaged by dropped cuts which broke some of the cedar planking. This
deck is covered in sawdust. The mass of cut lengths and crown were left largely where they fell and are still
there. Our signed property is at the end of Sleepy Hollow Road and a long drive in from County Rd 6 (Althorpe
Rd) so it's hard to understand why we were visited. The tree was healthy; it's trunk straight and clear of
branches for at least 50-60 feet and was not a hazard. We have a picture taken from the lake that shows both
decks and the tree. We've contacted neighbours and year round SHR residents, but they saw or heard no logging
in the area. If this article rings a bell with any reader, please let CLA know.
Thank you, Cathy & Ed Borza

7

Christie Lake Lane 32 Entrance Face-Lift:

We’re thrilled our garden entrance to Lane 32 has been so well-received! Thank you, everyone, for your input
and positive comments as well as your ongoing contributions, helping us to realize a concept we’ve often given
thought to. Our hope is that you enjoy it as you arrive to the lake, and that you consider it as our community’s
garden.
Titanic thanks to Kevin Cornell who, at his own expense with his boy-toys, tirelessly cleared the triangle,
locating and then laying the stones along its edge, and bought and brought fill to level the garden in advance of
any plantings. Huge thanks are due, too, to Susan and Zachery McPhee. Sue’s expertise in landscape design
guided Zach to place the initial bushes, and me to consider colour and height in the overall look. And with the
financial and plant contributions from neighbours and road committee, our garden began to develop! Thanks to
Bryan Wilcock who gave us a hand spreading the wood chips that Vic Murphy arranged for us, and to those of
you who continue to ornament the triangle, we’re delighted! Thank you all so much!
If you have a favourite deer-resistant perennial you’d like to plant in the triangle, please do. If you have any
creative ideas to share, we would love to hear from you. It has, after all, been created to be your garden!
Now, all we need is a name for it …
Brooke and Diane Briggs
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And Finally …

May 2022 overflow with love, health, happiness
and memory making at Christie Lake!
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