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CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC. 

 

Winter 2022 / 2023 Newsletter 
Editor:  Donna Walsh       

 

https://christielakeassociation.com 

 

 

Dedicated to the memory of: 

 

Keith Cassidy   July 1931-June 2022 

Brian Saunders  June 1946-June 2022 

Ralph Fish  Jan. 1928-Oct. 2022 

Joan Wilson  1944- Nov.19, 2022 

 

Christie Lake icons that will be missed. 

 

 

President’s Message:   Krystyna Williamson 

 

I am happy to think back on a great summer.  It was wonderful to return to some sense of normalcy: hosting 

guests, visiting with friends and venturing out of our woods again!  I’m very proud of the work the Board has 

done this past year, planning and delivering great events such as the wine and cheese in June, the huge Corn 

Roast and ball game, and the annual Canada Day Flotilla.  In addition, they have been busy behind the scenes, 

keeping books refreshed in our popular community libraries, building a new directory and keeping you updated 

through our Spotlight notices.  The 2023 calendar has been printed and available to members.  Each voting 

member is entitled to a free copy.  There are still a few available for purchase. 

 

A sign of how well our Board has done in connecting with our community is the RECORD number of new 

memberships.  We were very excited this year to hit 172 - something most lake associations would envy.  I hope 

that we have struck the right mix of information and entertainment to make you all feel like it is worthwhile 

staying connected and knowing your neighbours.  We are eagerly looking for new volunteers to help organize 

events, come up with novel ideas and even join our Board.  Please contact us if you would like to be part of the 

team that makes things happen! 

 

Looking forward to next year, we hope to bring back the dinner dance after a few years hiatus.  In days gone by, 

it was a very formal affair at the lake, with ballgowns and suits!  Nowadays, people are happier in t-shirts and 

shorts, but we can still put on a lovely meal and dance the night away.  If you would like to get involved, let us 

know! 

 

On a local note, we have a new Council at Tay Valley and while we did encourage our property owners to 

participate, the total voter turnout was very low.  If you pay taxes, regardless of your normal residency, you can 

vote!  We are not a Board that claims to represent all our members’ views, so we want to encourage you to be 

involved and stay informed.  A lake property is a huge investment and while it can be an idyllic escape from the 

real world, the real world has a way of showing up when we aren’t paying attention. Check your Spotlights for 

things like periodic township and provincial business related to lake properties. 

 

My family wishes yours all the best for a safe, healthy and FUN 2023. 

https://christielakeassociation.com/
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Christie Lake Water Level Report:  Bruce McIntyre 

 

Christie Lake Water Level Report 7 January 2023:  Bruce McIntyre 

 

Through the fall and into December water levels within the Tay watershed were at or near seasonal lows. 

Christie Lake was below historic minimums and Bobs Lake was below average. Precipitation in December in 

the form of rain and melting snow has caused water levels to increase substantially into the New Year. Christie 

Lake is now at its seasonal normal levels however Bobs Lake is above the "Rule Curve" that Parks Canada uses 

to determine seasonal water levels so it is likely that we will see additional water flowing into Christie Lake. 

As a result of the unseasonably warm weather there is no ice on the lake, however, this may change quickly as 

temperatures are forecast to be below freezing for the next week.    

8 January update.. The Lake froze over last night. 

 

Ice Safety:  Donna Walsh 

 

With ice levels being uncertain this season, it’s crucial to check the ice depth before going on it. 
 

 
 

 

 

Marker Buoys:    Donna Walsh  

 

For all boaters, the importance of the seasonal shoal markers on the main parts of the lake is 

critical. It is with genuine gratitude that we thank the family of volunteers - Apryle, Ray and 

James Patterson for all their hard work and time spent placing the markers, maintaining them, 

then collecting them in the fall and storing them over the winter. THANK-YOU! 
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Lake Stewardship Committee Loon Survey Input:  Austin Sweezey 

 

The Canadian Lakes Loon Survey continues with annual input from 

residents and cottagers at lakes across the country.  Christie Lake has been 

contributing to this survey for several years.   

We continue to welcome input and observations about our loons from our 

lake community.  It looks like it has been a fairly good year for loon 

families with reports of some successful chick rearing.    

If you wish assist with our survey let us know about your observations 

during this year.  Things like nesting success, approximate location on the 

lake, onshore vs floating nesting platform, number of chicks, when the 

parents/young departed the lake.  Any information would be helpful!  I can 

be contacted at:  austin.sweezey@gmail.com 

More information about the loon survey can be found here: 

https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey/ 

 

 

Membership & Directory Committee:    Penny Nault and Donna Walsh 

 

Thank you, thank you to all Members for your continued support.  We received a record-breaking 172 

membership renewals/enrolments for 2022. 

    

For those of you who are new to the lake, you can become a member by visiting the Membership page on the 

CLA website at https://christielakeassociation.com/about-cla/membership/  where you can enroll on-line and 

pay the $35 membership fee by credit card or PayPal.  You can also pay by Interac e-transfer through your bank 

(send to Christie Lake Association Inc. at info@christielakeassociation.com – auto-deposit has been set up so 

no security password required).  Or, you can download and complete the 2023 Membership Form and mail it in 

together with a cheque for $35.00 to the address on the form.  For your convenience, a print copy of the 2023 

membership form is included at the end of this Newsletter. 

The 2022/2023 Christie Lake Directory has been compiled and will be printed soon.  We will notify you when 

it is available. 

The 2023 Christie Lake Calendar is another big hit!  Thank you again to all those who submitted their 

beautiful photos.  Members are entitled to one free copy and there are still a few extra available for purchase at 

$10 each.  To reserve your free copy or purchase extra, please complete the on-line order form. 

 

Communications & Website Committee:    Penny Nault 

 

We are in the process of beginning work on revamping your website.  A short user survey will be circulated 

soon asking you for your input. 

 

 

TOXINS in YOUR TACKLE BOX:   Mark Walters, CLA Director, with credit to the Wolfe Lake 

Association for raising awareness of this issue in our region 

 

Did you know that one small piece of lead is enough to kill an adult loon! 

mailto:austin.sweezey@gmail.com
https://www.birdscanada.org/bird-science/canadian-lakes-loon-survey/
https://christielakeassociation.com/about-cla/membership/
https://christielakeassociation.com/wp-content/uploads/CLA-Membership-Form-2023.pdf
https://christielakeassociation.com/news-and-events/cla-calendars/


4 

 

Lead is a neurotoxin which attacks the nervous system and can lead to blindness, decreased reproductivity, 

seizures and death. Lead is fatal to loons and other aquatic species.   

 

HOW LEAD TACKLE ENDS UP IN A LOON 

Loons may eat a fish with ingested or attached tackle or they may grab 

your bait or fish from your fishing line. They may also scoop up lead 

sinkers on the lake bottom when gathering pebbles to aid in their 

digestion.  

 

 

Photo Credit - Avian Haven  

 

HOW CAN I TELL IF MY FISHING TACKLE CONTAINS LEAD? 

Lead is dull and grey in colour.  It will leave a mark when scratched on paper.  

Lead is a dense soft metal. If you can dent it with your fingernail or pliers it is 

lead.  

 

Is it safe to use coated lead tackle?  The answer is no, unfortunately. Coatings are 

quickly eroded by the digestive system and then lead is absorbed into the blood 

stream.   

 

LOONS HAVE A LOW REPRODUCTIVE RATE 

Loon life expectancy is 15-30 years. Their long life is credited to sustaining 

their species. Loons do not mate until they reach the age of 6-7 years of age.   

They average less than one chick annually.  

 

In addition to aquatic birds, lead endangers mammals, amphibians, reptiles, 

and songbirds.   

Photo Credit - Justin Hoffman 

  

 

 

TAKE ACTION 

Take steps now to remove lead weights from your fishing tackle box.  Unfortunately, there are no formal lead 

recycling programs at municipal waste sites so you may be forced to discard your lead in a scrap metal bin or 

with your household waste.  Also, be sure to check with your local retail fishing tackle vendor.  Some vendors 

are accepting lead tackle when you purchase new lead-free weights.  Be sure to look for lead-free weights when 

you restock your tackle box. 

 

 

Invasive Aquatic Species: The invaders that come by boat to our shores 
By Christopher Dennison, Watersheds Canada 

 

Most lakeshore residents in Ontario have likely heard of at least one aquatic invasive species and the significant 

threats they pose to freshwater ecosystems.  

 

Some are hard to miss. Zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) are now endemic to Christie Lake and coat the 

surface of rocks, docks and even the shells of native freshwater mussels. Eurasian milfoil (Myriophyllum 

spicatum L.) is also a problem in our lakes, growing in thick mats that obstruct the growth of native plants and 

make swimming unpleasant for many. 



5 

 

 

While each of the aforementioned invaders are of great concern, what is often missing during discussions about 

aquatic invasives are those species which could literally balance on the tip of a pin, but who will wreak havoc 

on freshwater ecosystems when they become established. 

 

Enter the spiny waterflea (Bythotrephes longimanus), a native to Eurasia that grows to no more than one and a 

half centimeters in length but whose massive populations have drastically altered the ecology of the many 

Ontario waters it has invaded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As its common name suggests, the spiny waterflea is defined by the barbed spine that comprises more than half 

its body length. This appendage makes the spiny waterflea unpalatable to many small and juvenile fish so they 

aren’t adding in a positive way to the food chain.  As these predaceous invaders consume and/or outcompete 

native zooplankton, there can be a serious decline in native species and a simultaneous drop in available food 

for young fish, leading to loss fish populations.  

 

Spiny water fleas also impact recreational and commercial activities, forming thick mats along fishing lines, 

clogging apparatus, and blocking pipes when they collect in aggregates. See them in action here: 

https://youtu.be/CX74huJkEMo 

 

In many ways, the spiny water flea might be considered the perfect aquatic invader: they are extremely small 

and proliferate quickly, they often lack predators in the ecosystem which they are introduced to, and they 

voraciously consume native zooplankton upon which the foundation of native food-webs rest. 

 

What can be done about such a tiny and potentially damaging invasive species? 

 

Invasions by non-native species are sometimes broken down into steps, which include transport, introduction, 

spread, and eventual establishment. Once established into an ecosystem, invasive species are notoriously 

difficult to eradicate, especially when they are small and in large numbers. 

 

As of today, there are no practical means to eradicate near-microscopic invaders such as the spiny waterflea. 

Their small size and ability to spread rapidly mean that once established, they become a part of the ecosystem. 

 

That brings us to the most important role that responsible lakeshore residents have in the struggle against 

invasive aquatic species: PREVENTION. 

 

As mentioned previously, spiny water fleas often form aggregates on structures ranging from fishing lines to 

pipes. It is believed that commercial and recreational fishing apparatus, including lines, provide an effective 

means of transport for spiny water fleas between bodies of water (Rothlisberger et al., 2010; Branstrator et al.,  

 
Figure 1. O’Neill, B. [n.d.]. Spiny Waterflea (Bythotrephes longimanus). [Photograph]. University of Wisconsin Sea Grant. 
https://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/our-work/focus-areas/ais/invasive-species/invasive-species-fact-sheets/zooplankton-
crayfish/spiny-waterflea/.  

https://youtu.be/CX74huJkEMo
https://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/our-work/focus-areas/ais/invasive-species/invasive-species-fact-sheets/zooplankton-
https://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/our-work/focus-areas/ais/invasive-species/invasive-species-fact-sheets/zooplankton-
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2021). Recreational and commercial anglers must be hyper-cautious when transporting gear between 

waterways, as even one successful transport of a handful of individuals can lead to widespread establishment. 

 

Another means of transportation for aquatic invasives, including the spiny waterflea, is on the hulls of 

watercraft, whether boats, jet-skis, or otherwise. If watercraft are being transported, it is essential that 

precautionary actions be taken to ensure all potential aquatic invasives are removed. Research from the Arnott 

Aquatic Ecology Lab and other research labs has investigated the effectiveness of different decontamination 

methods to prevent the transport of aquatic invasives via watercraft surfaces (Mohit et al., 2021). 

 

The results of these studies show that several methods of decontamination are effective in removing invasives 

from surfaces, including: 

a) Air drying (air exposure for >6 hours causes mortality of spiny water flea eggs (Branstrator et al., 

2013)). 

b) Hot water exposure (this may be more appropriate for smaller apparatus, but complete submersion in 

water >50°C for 10 – 15 minutes causes complete mortality of adult spiny water fleas and eggs (Branstrator et 

al., 2013)). 

c) Pressure washing (recommended >250psi (Georgian Bay Biosphere, 2021)). 

 

Precaution and prevention. These are the words that should ring loud and clear for lake associations and their 

members when considering the spread of invasive species. Simple preventative actions, and the spread of 

information, will be the greatest line of defense for lakes that have not already been invaded. 

 

About Watersheds Canada 

Watersheds Canada is a registered Canadian charity committed to providing programs to communities across 

the country that work to engage and help shoreline owners, students, and community groups enhance and 

protect the health of lakes, rivers, and shorelines. Learn more: http://www.watersheds.ca 

 

 

Community Contribution - An Unexpected Cottage Visitor:  Don Johnston 

 
Perhaps my wife and I should have thought more about why two Turkey 

Vultures were sitting on the roof of our family cottage in April when we stopped 

by to see how it had survived the winter. But they quietly left, so we thought no 

more about it.  And when we found them there again in June when we arrived 

for our first stay of the summer at the cottage, we should have definitely been 

more curious. The reason for their attraction to our cottage finally became 

apparent on June 30 after we had returned home to Toronto and my nephew and 

his family arrived for the month of July. There to greet them were two fuzzy, 

white, chicken-sized birds with long black bills – two Turkey Vulture chicks! 

But how did they get there?  Where was their nest? 

 

A field guide explained that vultures are ground nesters who like to use dark caves – the parents had decided the 

low crawl space under our cottage was an obvious “cave”. The field guide also explained that it was going to be 

another 10 weeks or so before they could fly – meaning the end of August! 

 

The adult vultures were no longer being seen, and it soon became evident that they had abandoned the chicks. I 

knew that the Owl Foundation in the Niagara region sometimes takes care of injured or orphaned young of other 

 

 

http://www.watersheds.ca/
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raptors besides owls, so I called for advice.  “Take them to a wildlife centre” was zoologist Annick Gionet 

Rollick’s immediate response. However, as the chicks quickly scampered back under the cottage at the first 

sight of a human, and since any attempt to grab them by well-meaning but inexperienced people could result in 

serious injury, we gave up any thought of trying to capture them.  My nephew wanted to feed the birds, and 

Annick explained that they would need pure protein. Raw chicken was determined to 

be the most readily available and appropriate source.  

 

While one chick soon disappeared to an unknown fate, the other chick was eager to 

receive its daily ration of raw chicken pieces before retiring back under the cottage.  

My brother and his family took over the cottage in August, and feeding the bird 

continued to be a daily chore.  A photo on August 2 showed significant feather growth, 

and Annick confirmed the end of August before flight would become likely. 

 

When my wife and I returned September 1 as the last cottage occupants for the summer, the bird was fully 

grown and feathered, and it was starting to spend much more time in the open. As a result, it was able to 

observe me setting out its food every day, and I could see that it was starting to bond with me, often greeting me 

in the morning with a little dance on the railing of our deck.  At Annick’s suggestion, I started to spread the 

chicken around our property, even putting some up high, in the hope that it would learn that it had to work to eat 

– and maybe even fly.  But other than a couple of short flights when it was frightened by a noise, there was no 

sign of real flying.  

 

As we prepared to leave the cottage, we decided that we could not just leave the bird, and so we called a friend 

who is an experienced bird bander who immediately agreed to help. The next day he 

arrived with a large dog crate into which we attempted to lure the bird, but there was no 

way that bird was going into that cage!  After many failed attempts at trying to catch it, 

our friend was finally able to entice it close with a plate of food.  As the bird lunged for 

the food, our friend also lunged and, in a split second, had caught the bird and secured 

it in a safe grip.  Then it was into a large box and a ride to Sandy Pines Wildlife Centre 

in Napanee, where they hoped to be able to “wild” it before releasing it. 

 

A word of warning to other cottage owners – if you see vultures roosting on your cottage, look for possible 

nesting locations. As a result of our summer-long adventure, we are now arranging for a barrier to prevent the 

adults from nesting under our cottage again, as they like to re-use nesting spots. 

 

 

The Return of the Corn Roast!  Krystyna Williamson 
 

On July 31, the Christie Lake 

Association and the Jordan 

family hosted a return of the 

historic Corn Roast and Field 

Day!  A great time was had by 

over 200 people who were able 

to mix and visit, play a game of 

softball, eat a cob or two of local sweet corn, socialize and listen to the 

great music of Christie Lake’s own Marley Hill Band and Big Picture!  
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Our honorary first pitch was thrown by David Johnston, who shared 

memories of the days he played on Christie Lake’s regional team in the 

1930s. The day finished with a giant fireworks display, hosted by the 

Association and the Sherman and Orser families at Station Bay.  We had 

so much fun together that we hope it will become a biannual event, 

alternating with a dinner dance each year.  

 

 

  

 

It was wonderful to connect 

with old friends, meet new 

people and introduce the 

youngest generation to the fun 

of community life at our lake!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf Tournament may be BACK!  Krystyna Williamson, Mark Lalonde 
 

We are hoping to bring back the Christie Lake Association Golf 

Tournament on July 29th, 2023!  The venue would be Timber 

Run, in Lanark, at a cost of $100 (tax incl.) for 18 holes followed 

by a dinner at 6 pm.  Dinner only is $25 + tax.   

 

We would love to include a fundraising component as in the past, 

to benefit the Christie Lake Kids Camp.  If this is to become a 

reality, we need volunteers to organize the event.  

 

 Please contact us by replying to this Spotlight News email if you 

are interested in signing up to work with other CLA members and the staff at Timber Run! 
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And Finally … 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

May 2023 overflow with love, health, happiness  

and memory making at Christie Lake! 
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