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The Christie Lake Stewardship Guide-
line Executive Summary 

The Christie Lake 2009 State of the Lake Report     

provided a snapshot of current lake conditions.  The    

intent of the State of the Lake Report was to: 

 provide a summary of what is currently known about 
the health of the lake and its watershed; 

 identify trends and changes in lake health over 
time; 

 discuss how that information relates to the issues and 
concerns identified by the lake community; and 

 improve our understanding of how our current activities 
could potentially, impact the lake and its surrounding 
environment, now or in the future. 

Through Christie Lake Community town hall meet-

ings, Annual General Meetings, community member   

e-mails, surveys, Partners input and discussions over 

the last three years, seven core issues and concerns 

about our lake’s health were identified and continue 

to be of concern to our community: 

 Water Quality 

 Shoreline Naturalization 

 Fisheries 

 Development Pressures 

 Building a Sense of Community 

 Wildlife Conservation 

 Watercraft Safety 
Through our community feedback process,               

recommendations and support for stewardship       

activities and partnerships that could help to address 

the issues and concerns were also gathered.  This     

Stewardship Guideline is a document that outlines 

those recommendations, activities and partnerships. 

What is the intent of the Lake Stewardship 
Guideline? 

 This document helps us to set goals and objectives 
for the protection and enhancement of lake health. 

 It is a flexible “living” document, which can be    
readily changed and updated. 

 It provides a roadmap for the lake community and 
the Christie Lake Board of Directors/Lake             
committees to guide the CLA’s programs and        
activities. 

 It is an educational document for the lake              
community. 

 It identifies what needs to be done  to protect our 
lake and outlines our action strategies. 

The CLA needs your input on how the community 
should help to protect the lake.  To ensure this is  
supported by, and accurately reflects the values and 
concerns of residents and users of the lake, every            
opportunity will be made for anyone with an interest in 
the lake to provide input and partake in the implementa-
tion of the Lake Stewardship Guideline.  Your opinion and       
actions matter because you are a part of the Christie Lake 
community.  Your assistance is needed to help develop 
an effective Guideline and implement its                               
recommendations and stewardship actions.  For more    
information or to provide input contact 
info@christielakeassociation.com. 

mailto:info@christielakeassociation.com
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Water Quality 
 Continuation or enhancement of current   

monitoring efforts by comparing  historical data 
year over year to identify changes: 

 Total Phosphorous sampling is carried out by CLA 
(once 3 weeks after ice-out and once in the late 
Fall). 

 Rideau Valley Conservation Authority’s (RVCA)  
Watershed Watch Program conducts water quality 
monitoring four times each year.  In May the deep 
point is sampled for nutrients (total Kjeldahl        
Nitrogen, total phosphorus) and dissolved organic       
carbon.  Between June and August two sampling 
rounds are carried out, during these rounds the 
deep point is sampled for nutrients and calcium 
along with four shoreline sites which are sampled 
for nutrients and E.coli.  In October, nutrients are 
once again sampled at the deep point.  It should be 
noted that dissolved oxygen/temperature profiles 
are taken at the deep point during each sampling 
round.  This activity normally requires CLA       
membership support by providing a boat and      
operator. 

 The RVCA Watershed Watch water sampling       
program five-year cycle includes four additional 
shoreline sites for a total of eight sites in addition to 
the deep point.  These additional sites were last 
sampled in 2008 and are next scheduled to be taken 
in 2013. 

 RVCA, using the Ontario Benthos Biomonitoring 
Network (OBBN) protocol, samples annually the 
Tay River at Bolingbrooke.  In addition it samples at 
three sites on the Lake annually every Spring. 

 RVCA OBBN monitors at streams/tributaries       
annually. 

 Encourage pumping out of septic systems 
(individual responsibility) and participation in the 
Tay Valley Township septic re-inspection program. 

Shoreline Naturalization 
 Continuation or development of new steward-

ship activities: 
 Conduct an aquatic vegetation survey every 3 years 

 Continue partnership with RVCA’s Shoreline     
Naturalization Program for the Shoreline Shrub and 
Tree ‘Give-Away’ (May of each year or every two 
years depending on interest). 

 Enlist the assistance of the Ontario Ministry of 
Natural Resources (MNR) Stewardship Ranger       
Program via the Community Stewardship Council of 

Lanark County by end January to help implement 
stewardship activities. 

 Participate in Lake Links Workshop. 

 Participate in Lake Networking Group meetings. 

 Conduct a Shoreline Classification Survey every 5 
years. 

 Organize/host a multi-disciplined workshop series 
annually, and/or a summer tent event that covers 
topics including: 

 Causes of lake nutrient enrichment 
 Maintenance and protection of private wells 

(Well Aware Workshop) 
 ‘Living by Water’/’DockTalk’ - Native plant 

and shoreline protection and restoration 
 Butternut recovery program 
 Rural Clean Water program 
 Invasive species awareness 
 Wildlife Habitat enhancement 
 Effects of climate change 

 Christie Lake Discovery Day 

Fisheries 
 Consider Walleye Watch in April during        

evening hours at spawning areas. 

 Encourage use of creel diaries to monitor fish stock 
 Record ice-in and ice-out dates. 

 Initiate a trial ‘Fishstick’ habitat program funded by 
MNR during winter 2011-2012. 

 Work with MNR to conduct their Broad-scale Fish-
eries Monitoring Program every 5 years—last    
conducted summer 2009. 

Summary of Action Strategies 
What Should Be Achieved to Preserve our Lake Environment 
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Development Pressures 
 Update data to the Ontario Ministry of            
Environment (MOE) Lakeshore Capacity           

Assessment Model (LCM) exercise, last conducted 
summer 2008 every 5 years. 

Building a Sense of Community 
 Continue ‘End of Summer’ dance and the Spring 

‘Wine & Cheese’ events 

 Produce newsletters to community at least twice 
annually 

 Review and update the CLA website content on a 
regular basis 

Wildlife Conservation 

 Continue to record water levels daily at          
Jordan’s bridge 

 Work with MNR to monitor public land islands   
concerning camping and litter (post signs and 
monitor usage) 

 RVCA will be producing a land cover map in a few 
years that will show (amongst other things) forest, 
riparian and wetland cover in the Tay River sub-
watershed, including Christie Lake.  When          
completed, the land cover database will contain all 
major land cover types for the Tay Valley.  Further-
more, the RVCA will be in a position at that time to 
produce an up-to-date Christie Lake land cover map 
for use by the CLA. 

Watercraft Safety 
 Conduct a Boat Safety course annually based on 

interest 

 Produce and distribute a free Christie Lake ‘Safe-
Boating Guide’ every Spring 

 Place shoal markers early Spring and remove late 
Fall 

Other Lake Activities 
 Conduct a complete review of the Lake Stewardship 

Guideline with community input every 5 years 

 Conduct Lake Community Survey every 5 years — 
source of data for Lake Stewardship Guideline    
review 

 Funding Strategies — See Section 5.6 in main   
document 

Summary of Action Strategies (cont’d) 
What Should Be Achieved to Preserve our Lake Environment 
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