CHRISTIE LAKE ASSOCIATION INC.
http://christielakeassociation.com

Dedicated to good friends and long-time Christie Lakers who left us in 2018:
Craig Hill - July 2018
Larry Bowen - September 2018

Winter Newsletter 2018/2019
Greetings from the President: Gordon Hill
This past summer brought us warm, dry weather, a welcome change from the wetter, cooler summer of 2017.
Great weather for swimming, boating, barbequing, sunsets, shooting stars, and sharing good times with family
and friends. For a second year in a row, fall colours were muted. I still suspect that the caterpillar invasion was
partly responsible.
Winter arrived early this year. On November 16, thirty five days before the “first day of winter”, six inches of
light, fluffy snow greeted the morning. More fell gently throughout the day. Thankfully, my snow tires were
installed and my new snow blower worked as advertised. The temperature struggled to reach a high of -2°C .
and stayed at or stayed below 0°C for a full 9 days. By November 23, ice had covered much, but not all, of
“The Lake”. George James offered that he had never seen ice in the Lake as early as this year. Above freezing
temperatures in the last 3 days of November reclaimed much of the ice, but a sizeable floe remained, snuggled
in the south-east corner of the lake in front of my home. On November 25, temperatures hovering just above the
freezing mark brought a few inches of wet snow which clung to
every surface it touched, painting beautiful pictures of white and
grey everywhere, with occasional splotches of green peeking out
from snow-covered cedars and pines. Our very own fantasia - clean,
fresh, quiet, a feast for the senses and the soul.
Summer and fall also brought the winds of political change to both Ontario and Tay Valley Township. We now
wait patiently, and helplessly, to see how the new order will play out, and if we truly will get the government
we deserve. For the first time in the last four municipal election cycles, all seats on TVT Council were
contested. Seven of eight incumbents ran for re-election. Only three of them succeeded.
The new Council took office on December 1. It will face a number of important, perhaps crucial issues, many of
which will be controversial. Those issues include: the 2019 budget; Blueberry Creek School; Randy Hillier’s
concern that conservation authorities are overstepping the powers conferred upon them by provincial
legislation; whether cannabis retail stores should be permitted or prohibited in Tay Valley Township; public
participation and oversight vs. in camera meetings; and many more. Given our varied backgrounds and political
leanings, it is inevitable that we won’t always agree with decisions of Council, but we should remain grateful to
the eight men and women who have assumed the responsibility of serving our community and who will share
their time, energy and talents to serve to the best of their ability. If permitted, I would ask each of them to (a)
look for unintended consequences hidden in the issues and proposed actions facing them; and (b) do no harm.
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The culvert in the Christie Lake North Shore Road (in the curve at the North-east end of the lake, adjacent to the
Brooks and Enright properties) was replaced this fall. TVT reports that that work had to precede the road
construction which is now scheduled to be completed in the fall of 2019.
Parks Canada (“PC) manages water levels at the Bobs Lake dam in accordance with its “rule curve” – an
imaginary line showing the” normal operating level” at the dam for each day throughout the year. At our
request, PC hosted a meeting on June 28 to discuss our flooding concerns and possible changes to the rule curve
to minimize or avoid flooding on Christie Lake and the Tay River. Although we expected to meet with them on
our own, we were surprised to find that, in addition to the four members of the CLA Water Level Committee,
attendees at the meeting included representatives from Greater Bobs & Crow Lakes Association, Friends of the
Tay Watershed (“FOTW”), the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Tay Valley Township and Rideau
Valley Conservation Authority (“RVCA”). At the beginning of the meeting, the attendees were advised that PC
would keep a “record of decisions and significant points throughout this meeting” and that “that record of
decisions and significant points we will share with everyone after the meeting”. At the end of the meeting, PC’s
Director, Ontario Waterways advised that PC would work with us to strive to manage the situation better, and
that she expected that that day’s meeting to be the first of many. She added that they were “happy to continue to
provide information. I think we do have a lot of data and analysis that go into these decisions” and “I am happy
to share that so that you can start to see or at least have some confidence that we are managing to the best of our
ability, given the system that we have”. When I asked when we might next meet, she replied “Let’s circulate the
record of decision first” and then added “I would not be adverse to calling a meeting to discuss changes to the
Rule Curve”. By early October, we had heard nothing from PC in relation to water management issues, the
record of decisions to be circulated, the information that it would share, or follow-up meetings. Friends of the
Tay Watershed and CLA wrote to PC, separately (FOTW- on October 3; we on October 13) requesting a
meeting to discuss possible changes to its water management policies. PC did not respond to those requests until
December 7, when they stated that maintaining low flows and flood management were two of 5 stated goals, but
that “Parks Canada is not prepared to undertake a review of the Bob’s Lake Rule Curve at this time” and “Parks
Canada cannot accept any limitations to its authorities related to water management or dam operations” [Yellow
shading added for emphasis.] I have concluded, from all of our as yet unsuccessful attempts to convince PC to
take some positive action to reduce flooding on Christie Lake and the Tay River, that Parks Canada must be
very good at dam building, because they are certainly excellent at stonewalling.
Wishing each of you a very happy, healthy and productive 2019, a mild and short winter (even though weather
forecasts foretell otherwise), a flood –free spring, and pleasant thoughts and dreams of summer 2019.

Communications & Website Committee: Penny Nault
Every day I am reminded of the contribution Larry Bowen made to the CLA and
in particular, to the Communications and Website Committee. Every page of the
CLA website has been touched by him in one way or another. His dedication to
this committee, various roles on behalf of the CLA, and the entire Christie Lake
community will never be forgotten. And, his communication skills were second
to none. We could always rely on Larry to present a more tactful approach when
responding to an unreasonable individual or a difficult situation.
We all thank him for his generousity, good humour and his friendship.
We also thank him for his years of service in the military.
Rest in peace Larry.
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Lake Stewardship Committee (LSC ) - Update for Ongoing and Future: Austin Sweezey
Loon Nesting Platforms – on Saturday September 29, several lake folks got together at Camp
OPE to construct some loon nesting platforms. We also had a helping hand from
some Venturer Scouts who were at the camp for the weekend. It was a great fall
morning and we constructed 6 platforms, all ready for launch next spring. The
platforms are constructed on a frame of cedar logs with chain-link fence as the nest
platform. Sod, straw or marsh vegetation will be added when the platforms are placed.
While loons are great swimmers, with feet positioned well back on their bodies, they
aren’t so good at walking. Hence, they build their nests very close to the water line.
Even minor rises in water levels during spring nesting can flood their nests and, if
water levels drop too much, they may abandon their nests if the distance from the lake
becomes too great.
We hope that placement of these floating platforms will improve their chances of nesting
success.
Platforms will be anchored in sheltered settings shortly after ice out next spring. If you’d like to
help with the placement and monitoring of platforms in the spring, please let us know.
For more background on loon platforms you can check out these sources:
http://www.rideau-info.com/canal/ecology/loon-nest.html
http://www.birdscanada.org/download/CLLSloonplatform.pdf
For more info or to get involved, please contact Austin.sweezey@gmail.com.

Water Sampling and Invasive Species: Brooke Briggs
Water Sampling

Another sampling season from May to October
generated positive information about
the state of our lake this year !

3

Our Calcium levels stayed in the same range as previous years, thus not providing extra food for Zebra Mussels.
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Nitrogen (TKN) and Phosphorus (TP) levels were also at the low end of the range of 15 years of
sampling.
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Of 21 E.coli samples taken at 21 locations, 5 came in between 2 - 4 units per 100ml., the other 18 were all
below 2. All the higher readings were found in late August when water levels were lower and
temperatures higher. It should be noted all this year’s readings were below the 15 year average of 7.
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Invasive Species
No new waterborne invasive species were observed this year.
On land, the challenge of inhibiting the spread of several invasive species of plants such as

Purple Loosestrife,
Giant Hogweed,
Wild Parsnip,
Phragmites,
and encouraging beneficial pollinator species ,especially Monarch butterflies, was the subject of a partnership
seminar sponsored by the Canadian Wildlife Confederation in late November in Perth.
Lanark County is one of its partners with four project test sites located in Tay Valley Township along County
Roads 6 (Christie Lake Rd.) and County Road 7 (Fallbrook Rd.). The project is meant to aid the recovery of the
Monarch population which has experienced a drastic population loss over the past few decades putting it on the
federally endangered list. One site on each road will use herbicides, the second site is to be planted with
indigenous plant species (such as milkweed) to compete with the invasives. For more information on this
intriguing project visit https://www.ontarioinvasiveplants.ca/resources/best-management-practices/ or speak to
Janet Tysick at Lanark admin, (613) 267-4200.

Membership and Directory Committee: Penny Nault and Donna Walsh
A huge shout-out to our volunteer canvassers, who went door-to-door delivering CLA Membership packages,
listened to your concerns and answered your questions. They are:
Apryle Patterson
Margie Brady

Dale Ritchie
Penny Nault

Donna Walsh
Wendy Fish

Gerry Gorham
Bev Ferlatte

Susan Bowen
Brooke Briggs

Bob Vergette

Thank you to all who enrolled or renewed their 2018 CLA membership! Preparations
are now underway for the 2019 Christie Lake Directory. The format will be much the
same as the last one and will include the lake map with a large, easy-to-read fold-out
type. We rely on the information you provide us with on your membership form so
please keep us informed of any changes. We do respect your privacy and will not
publish information you ask us not to.
If you would like to advertise a business or service (appropriate for the lake community) in the Directory,
please email Penny Nault at dpnault@xplornet.com and attach a jpg copy of your business card. The cost of a
colour business card size ad is $50 (invoiced after acceptance). We plan to go to print on March 1st, so please
let us know by February 15th .
Earlier last year we solicited comment with regard to how CLA could increase revenues. The majority of
respondents suggested we should increase our annual membership fees. Several individuals went so far as to
suggest we raise the annual fee to $40. While we agree that we do need to increase our membership fees to help
reduce our repeated annual deficit, your CLA Board of Directors agree that an increase from $30 to $35 per
family is appropriate. We have therefore updated the 2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM & DIRECTORY UPDATE form to
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reflect the new membership fee of $35 and have also updated the on-line membership renewal/payment form.
We repeatedly state that your support and membership are most welcomed and much needed. Membership
dollars contribute to costs associated with many lake activities including the Spring Wine and Cheese, the
Summer Dinner and Dance, the purchase and maintenance of marker buoys on main water bodies, website
maintenance, website and Spotlight email accounts, road signage, donations to Christie Lake Kids Camp and
Scouts Canada Camp Opemikon, just to name a few. You may complete the membership form at the end of this
Newsletter and send in with your payment of $35 (cheques payable to Christie Lake Association Inc.) or you
may enroll/renew on-line by clicking on the link provided on the membership form at the end of this
Newsletter.
Finally, as mentioned before, we manage 289 email addresses in order to communicate to you via CLA
Spotlight News emails. Unfortunately, 96 of these email addresses belong to individuals whose family has not
renewed their CLA membership in quite some time. Some of these families have as many as 5 email addresses.
We will need to focus more attention on this in the coming months as it is not fair to those families who do
support CLA which in turn, helps cover costs associated with maintaining these email addresses and email
accounts.

Marker Buoys: Donna Walsh
All CLA markers were taken out from mid to late October. Many thanks to Ray and
James Patterson for their time and efforts at putting in, taking out and maintaining the
markers on the main part of the lake!

Bubblers and Ice-Fishing Holes: Donna Walsh
As more and more folks are using “bubblers” to prevent ice damage to docks and keep water supplies open, it’s
important to be aware of the following:
Quoted from a Transport Canada Document:
“Fans can also prevent ice freezing in much the same way. Fans are suspended in the water column and
circulate the natural water. Temporary fans suspended in the water do not require approval in the winter.
Note: The action of safeguarding the ice and the hole that is created is a criminal code responsibility. It falls
under the Criminal Code under “Duty to safeguard opening in ice”. Any questions regarding the marking of
the opening in the ice should be directed to your local OPP detachment. Additional information on bubbler
systems and your responsibilities can be found at https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-61.html
under Section 263(1) which states:
Duty to safeguard opening in ice


263 (1) Every one who makes or causes to be made an opening in ice that is
open to or frequented by the public is under a legal duty to guard it in a
manner that is adequate to prevent persons from falling in by accident and
is adequate to warn them that the opening exists.
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Power Outage Planning!: Donna Walsh
Unfortunately power outages can occur due to freezing rain, snow, and high winds incidents. Power outages can
last for hours or even days. During a power outage, you may be left without heating, lighting, computer use, hot
water or even running water. It is important to be prepared in the event of an outage. The following is a useful
guide that was produced by the Canadian Red Cross.
Planning for Power outages
Before
1. Know your risks: Find out the most common causes of power outages.
2. Make a plan: Work with your family to make a plan so that when a power outage happens, you are ready.
3. Get a kit: You can buy a preparedness kit from the Red Cross, or make your own.
 Keep a flashlight with working batteries in a place where it can be easily accessible and where everyone can
find it.
 Make sure your home has a working carbon monoxide detector. If it’s hard-wired to the house's electricity
supply, make sure it has a battery-powered back-up.
 Protect all your sensitive electrical appliances with a surge-protecting power bar.
During
 Listen to your battery-powered or wind-up radio for information on the outage and advice from authorities.
 Check whether the power outage is only in your home. If your neighbours' power is still on, check your circuit
breaker panel or fuse box. Keep emergency numbers, like your hydro company, near your telephone.
 If your neighbours' power is also out, contact your hydro company.
 Turn off all your appliances and electronic equipment, and turn your heating thermostats down to a minimum to
prevent damage from a power surge when the power is restored.
 Turn off all your lights, except one inside and one outside, so that both you and hydro crews outside know that
power has been restored.
 Don't open your freezer or fridge unless it’s absolutely necessary. A full freezer will keep food frozen for 24 to
36 hours if the door remains closed.
 Never use charcoal or gas barbecues, camping heating equipment, or home generators indoors because they
give off carbon monoxide.
 Use proper candle holders (deep, wide holders are best) and never leave lit candles unattended.
 Check on vulnerable family members, friends and neighbours (the elderly, ill, disabled) who may require
special assistance.
For more information visit: http://www.redcross.ca/how-we-help/emergencies-and-disasters-in-canada/forhome-and-family/make-a-plan/planning-for-power-outages

Winter Driving Emergency Kits are a must!: Donna Walsh
It should include an emergency food pack with water and non-perishables such as granola
bars and utensils, a candle and matches in a waterproof container, extra hats, mittens and
blankets. More information can be found at http://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/mediaroom/videoroadsafety-6515.htm
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Water Level Committee: Bruce McIntyre
Recap of the Flooding 2018
The winter of 2017/2018 saw less than average snow pack and during March 2018 water levels on Christie Lake
were lower than normal as Parks Canada undertook to fill the Bobs Lake Reservoir. In early April with Bobs
Lake at capacity we experienced several rain events that once again overtopped the Bobs Lake Dam. In an
effort to drop levels Parks Canada removed logs from the dam and once again flooded Christie Lake! To add
insult to injury in early May with water levels at flood levels of 155.30M we were hit by strong gale force winds
from the west that caused extensive shoreline erosion and damage to both low lying properties and dock
structures.
The CLA Water Level Committee was in constant communication with Parks Canada and only when the waters
had reached flood levels did they put logs back into the Bobs Lake Dam which provided Christie with relief.
Subsequent to the Flooding event the CLA Water Level Committee arranged an “Onsite” Meeting on June 28
2018 with Parks Canada and took them out on Christie Lake to survey the damage caused by the flood and wind
event. The onsite meeting was followed up with a meeting in Parks Canada’s Offices in Smiths Falls. Gordon
Hill has a summary of the meeting in his remarks in this Newsletter.
As Gordon mentions in his conclusion communicating with Parks Canada in a meaningful way has been
frustrating and we are pursuing our options….
Dam Construction Summary
The replacement of the existing dam structure began in July 2018. The new structure is to be located
approximately 40 metres upstream. Parks Canada’s summary of the construction can be found at
https://www.pc.gc.ca/en/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/visit/infrastructure/tay/barrage-lac-bobs-lake-dam
The construction plans were modified and a coffer dam was constructed across the entire channel and a
diversion channel was dug to allow water to flow around the coffer dam structure. The diversion channel was
not contemplated in the construction plans or the Environmental Assessment that was presented by Parks
Canada prior to commencing construction.
The new dam will be completed in the summer of 2019 and the old dam will be demolished at that time.

Christie Lake Summer Dinner and Dance: Apryle Patterson
Greetings everyone from the Social Committee! I would like to thank everyone who volunteered and
participated in the dance this year. Events like the dance would not be possible without the help of the
volunteers. Train Wreck, a local band from the Ottawa Valley, was our entertainment.
This year we decided to turn the dance into a family event so we started dinner a little bit earlier and had the
band start at 7 instead of 8. We felt that this would give the kiddies a chance to participate and have fun too.
We would like to hear back from the community if they feel that was a good idea or not, or if there should be
any changes you could suggest for this year.
We always value and look forward to the lake community’s opinion!
Happy New Year to all for 2019.
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Other Social News!
The 2019 Welcome Back Wine and Cheese will be held in early June! Be sure to check the Spring/Summer
Newsletter and the web site for other events!

And Finally …

May 2019 overflow with love, health, happiness
and memory making at Christie Lake!
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Christie Lake Association Inc. (CLA)

2019 MEMBERSHIP FORM & DIRECTORY UPDATE
Annual Membership Fee: $35 per Family
1.

Family Name: _________________________________________________________________

2.

Name of family members aged 18 years or older to be enrolled as CLA members for the year indicated above:
(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

3.

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Lake Address: Blue/White PIN # ____________
Lake Phone #: (

4.

Lane/Road ____________________________________________

) ____________________________

Home Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________
Postal/Zip Code: ________________________

5.

6.

Apt. # ___________

Province/State _____________________________

Home Phone #: (

) ____________________________

Email Address(es): _____________________________________________

(use reverse side of form if you run out of space)

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Christie Lake Directory:
I consent to the publication of the information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
I consent to the publication of partial information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.
Do not publish: __________________________________________________________________________
I do not consent to the publication of any information contained in items 1 to 3 above in the Christie Lake Directory.

7.

CLA Communications: (Spotlight Newsletters and Notices)
Yes, email CLA communications to me in the ‘bcc’ format. (Note: new email addresses will receive a one-time
request by email to ‘opt-in’ to receive CLA email communications as required by the new Canadian Anti-spam Legislation).

No, do not email CLA Communications to me. Mail printed copies of Newsletters and important Notices to me at
my home address.
8.

Emergency Contact: (in the event you are unavailable to respond to property damage, fire, theft etc.).
Name: _____________________________________________________

Phone #: (_____) ______________________

Emergency contact information may enable CLA to notify members about matters requiring prompt attention. CLA accepts no obligation
or legal responsibility to monitor members’ properties, nor to notify them or their emergency contacts about such matters, but may
choose to do so as a matter of courtesy.

9.

Amount Enclosed: $ ____________
Date: _____________________

(cheque made payable to ‘Christie Lake Association Inc.’)

Signature: ________________________________________________________

Send completed form and cheque to:
(or hand in payment at any CLA Event)

Christie Lake Association Inc.
P.O. Box 20058
Perth, Ontario K7H 3M6

Thank you for your support!
For information on what Membership includes or to enroll or renew on-line, please visit the Membership page on our Website. If you
have any questions or concerns, or require more information, please Contact Us on our Website.
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