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Gypsy Moth  

Life Cycle
May ïLate July

July ïEarly August
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May ïLate July
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Aug ïMid-May



Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar (L.))
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Gypsy moth (Lymantria dispar (L.))

Area of Moderate-to-

Severe Defoliation

Northeastern Region and 

part of Southern Region 

(Parry Sound District)

Areas-within-which gypsy 

moth caused defoliation.

22,258 ha
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USDA and state Slow-the-Spread program
Å Leading edge
Å Combination of Btk, pheromones, Mimic
Å Spread slowed from 21 km/yr to 4.8 km/yr



Ballooning L1larvae on silk

Population spread

Image: Karla Salp

Crawling mature larvae

Human mediated transport

Image: Bill McNee



Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar)

Hosts: > 400 species
Å Prefers oak
Å Maples (except red), aspen, birch
Å White pine, blue spruce, jack pine

1 larva eats  1m2 foliage

What triggers outbreaks?

Å Abundant hosts
Å Hot dry spring, summer
ÅWarm winters, deep snow
Å Stressed trees
Å Period of low defoliation and low 

abundance:
Å naïve hosts
Å few predators, parasites, disease


